


BUSH TO 
BEACHpNSW 
FINKE RIVER, NT 
~ TASSIESOUTH 


OVERLANDER m 
4WD ^ 

APRIL 2015 

A$8.95 (inc GST) 


7 B2330 01843 5 


i 


I . . 

I - , 

ERTTPS 


KE 

:yoi 



ILE 

R 














f Mi 

jf' /'if JH 





wy-" 




X-CHANGE DIESEL INJECTOR 


i 




EXACT 

REPLACEMENT 

FIRST TIME - EVERY TIME 


In a bid to reduce the costs of replacing common rail injectors, DENSO has introduced 
First Time Fit X-Change Injectors & pump, which are re-manufactured using brand 
new parts produced with DENSO's landmark quality and process. 

DENSO products will fit first time when replacing spare parts to vehicles, this is 
important when selecting the right components and making sure the parts replaced 
get installed the first time. 

Re-manufactured in Australia, DENSO has set up an exchange program for First 
Time Fit Injectors, which are regularly audited and conforms to DENSO's reputed 
standards of quality. Injectors are re-manufactured on an ISO accredited test bench, 
using the same genuine components that are used in the manufacture of the brand new 
injectors by DENSO. 

DENSO Injectors are available from Cornell Fuel Injection who are specifically trained 
to ensure the best outcome for your vehicle. DENSO spare parts are sold through a 
selected DENSO Premium Service Dealers and via the Service Dealer network. 


X-CHANGE ^ 

DIESEL INJE^R 


AVAILABLE FROM 



CORNELL 



1-3 Normanby Ave, 

Fax: 

(03) 9312 1633 



Sunshine West Vic 3020 

Email: 

sales@cornells.com.au 



Phone: (03) 9312 1288 

WEB: 

www.cornells.com.au 
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014WATAGANSTOTHE 
WILD COAST 

From the bush to the beach, this adventure 
packed weekender is closer to home than 
you'd think! 


038 FOLLOWING THE FINKE 

Vic gives us the tour of one of his favourite 
4WD destinations in Australia 


060 JUMPING JEFFREY'S 
TRACK 


With immaculate campsites and tough tracks 
including the challenging Jeffrey's Track, 
lassie's south proves there's no shortage of 
adventure on the apple isle 
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m m FEATURE 
r NEW VS OLD 
SHOOTOUT 

We've put 10 top selling new and used 
4WDs to the ultimate test to answer the age 
old question: should you modify your aging 
4WD or upgrade to a new one? 


TECH 


075 MAKE YOUR 4WD RUN COOLER 

Think your cooling system is working okay? Here are 
the lesser known reasons why your engine overheats 






NEW VEHICLE 

053 4WD VS AWD 

How much further does a transfer case and low range 
get you off-road? We grabbed a couple of new Land 
Rovers to find out 


A 069 BEST OF BOTH WORLDS 

Coming from a rich history of off-road capability, is the 
new Cherokee diesel a sign that Jeep is going soft, or is it 
a case of having it all? 


CUSTOM 4WD 

046 PROJECT 200 

With a long history of involvement in the 4WD scene in 
Australia, discover why this owner's current build is his 
project of passion 
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083VICWIDMAN 

085 SUSPENSION STUFF 

087 GETABOUT TRAINING SERVICES 

089 COOPER TIRES 
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Safety ★★★★★ 


TAKE WHATEVER, WHEREVER IN THE ISUZU D-MAX OR MU-X. . 

Everyone has a spirit of adventure. For sonie it might just be taking the family to that favourite camping spot, for others it might mean conquering the most extreme of 
off-road tracks. Or it might just be that feeling of knowing you have the tools to hitch up the boat or caravan and take off whenever you want. Whatever your sense of 
adventure, there’s a no-nonsense Isuzu ute or SUV built with ail the advanced features you need to get you there and back - safely and in style. Powered by a super-efficient 
S.0L turbo diesei engine, and backed by a rock-solid 5 year warranty and a 5-star ANCAP safety rating , the Isuzu D-MAX & MU-X are ready for any adventure. 

Inspire your spirit of adventure at lsuzuute.com.au 
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isuzuute.com.au 


~5-star ANCAP safety rating on 4x4 D-MAX Crew Cab models built from November 2013 onwards and all MU-X models. 
''Whichever occurs first, for eligible customers; excludes accessories and trays. 
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A S 4WDers, there are a few 

big questions we need to ask 
ourselves before we spend a 
considerable amount of our 
hard-earned on a 4WD, but 
there's arguably none as big as this one; Should I 
buy a new 4WD or upgrade my old one? 

I own two 4WDs, a 1997 model Prado and 
a 2006 model HiLux, so it's fair to say they're 
getting a bit long in the tooth. In my role as Edi- 
tor of Overlander, I'm lucky enough to drive a 
lot of brand new 4WDs. I've done local tests in 
everything from a 79 Series Cruiser to a diesel 
Cherokee (make sure you don't miss my review 
on it this issue!), and have even been lucky 
enough to do a big trip down to the Victorian 
High Country in a Discovery 4. 

But would I spend my money on 
one of these? 

Few would argue that modern 4WDs have 
a lot of features designed to make you as the 
driver as comfortable as possible. There are 
also a ton of modern features being stuck in 
new 4WDs to make driving off-road easier 
too, things like traction control, terrain-select, 
adjustable ride-height, water depth sensors 
- the list goes on, and on. So it's fair to say 
that not only are modern 4WDs comfortable, 
they're also capable. 

But what about the negatives? High upfront 
purchase price, mechanicals that aren't suited 
to trackside repairs, electronics that can disable 
the entire vehicle should something go wrong. 



body work so fresh and new that you don't 
want to get the slightest scratch on it. . . 

For me, the list of negatives of buying 
and owning a brand new 4WD outweigh 
the benefits, which is why both of my trucks 
are older. But that's me - there's every 
chance that you have different priorities, 
budgets and requirements when it comes to 
a 4WD. And if you're undecided? Then this 
issue's major feature is for you. We take 10 
of the top selling new and used 4WDs and 
pit them against one another in a massive 
Old vs New torture test. How do older 
4WDs stack up to the new breed? To find 
out, make sure you don't miss the article! 


Cheers, 



Travis Annabel 
Editor 



By submitting an unsolicited contribution to our magazine you 
agree to provide us with a licence to reproduce your material in 
print and electronic mediums worldwide with me right to edit 
any written contributions. 


Limited ACN 057 807 904 under licence from General Newspapers 
Pty Limited ABN 49 000 117 322, Double Bay Newspapers Pty 
Limited ABN 22 000 237 598 and Suburban Publications Pty 
Limited ABN 44 008 629 767. All rights reserved. 2 Stanley Street 
NSW 2128 Australia ph 02 9741 3800 fax 02 9748 1956 
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Network Services 
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Engineering 


CALL RAY ON: 

03 9464 7727 


212 SETTLEMENT ROAD, 
THOMASTOWN VIC 3074 

MELWAYS: MAP9 Dl I 
EMAIL: info@turboengineenng.com.au 




Highway Perforn^nde 


■A/lud Terrain 


All Terrain 


M/T 674 


A/T 697 






The M/T 674’s aggressive tread design features 
3D grooves that cut through mud and shoulder lugs 
that self-clean the tyre as you drive. Together they 
deliver unprecedented levels of traction and control 
in heavy mud. 

ASTINS PERFORM ANC 

With its innovative tread design and 3D technology, 
centre wear on the M/T 674 has been dramatically 
reduced, delivering extended tyre life. 

dll^TOUGiJ 

With its light truck casing construction, reinforced 
upper sidewall and chip and cut-resistant M/T 
rubber compound the M/T 674 will take on the most 
demanding of off-road challenges, and still come back 
for more. And because it’s a Bridgestone, you know 
you’re in safe hands. 


StRUH^srone 

Your Journey^ Ou rPBSsion 


BRIDGESTONE HAS REDEFINED THE LIMITS 
OF EXTREME OFF-ROAD PERFORMANCE WITH 
THE NEW DUELER M/T 674. 

Created using revolutionary new 3D technology, 
the M/T 674 takes off road performance and 
durability to a whole new level. 


Bridgestone Australia Ltd. 

For your nearest Bridgestone Authorised Dealer 
visit our website 


www.bridgestone.com.au 






LETTERS 


Have your say! Send your feedback or questions to editoriaUaoveiiander.com.au 



WIN A THUMPER AIR COMPRESSOR! 








Thanks to the team at 4WD Supacentre, we've got a Thumper Air 
Compressor valued at $169 to give away each issue for the best 
reader's letter! 

These heavy-duty 12V compressors offer an air flow of 16L/min, 
a maximum pressure of ISOpsi and can be hardwired into your 
4WD. Plus, with an 8m nylon hose with inline pressure gauge, 
you'll never be caught short - even if you tow a trailer! 

For deals on the Thumper air compressor, and other quality 4WD 
gear, make sure you head over to www.4wdsupacentre.com.au and sign 
up for their newsletter so you don't miss out on their cracking daily deals! 



TRACTION CONTROL OR DIFF LOCKS? 



Hi Overlander Team, 

I recently purchased a 200 Series LandCruiser, 
and am currently in the process of putting a bit 
of gear on it and turning it into an all-round 
tough tourer. 

The question I have is regarding diff locks. 
The 200 comes with traction control, which 
I've found so far to work very well. That being 
said. I've always had air lockers installed on 
previous 4WDs, and in the past have sworn 
by them. How does traction control compare 
to lockers? Is it worthwhile installing lockers 
on top of the traction control system, or would 
they just be a waste of money? 

Cheers, 

Simon McKay 

Via email 


Gday Simon, 

When traction control was first introduced in the 
late 90s, there were all kinds of problems with 
such systems, and most people would recommend 
that if you were doing 4WDing that required them, 
then diff locks were an essential addition. 

The modern traction control system is a differ- 
ent beast entirely than what they were back then. 

These days, the systems we're seeing installed in 
4WDs such as the 200 Series are extremely effec- 
tive, and you'd need to be doing some extreme 4WDing indeed to require the installation of 
diff locks on top of the traction control system. 


That being said, the advantages of lockers are unquestionable. It all comes down to 
determining if the kind of driving your planning to do will require them, and if the budget 
extends to them! 


Cheers, 

Trav 









WHAT A MESS 

Hi guys, 

It's a disgrace to see the current situa- 
tion of what's happening at spots like 
Blacksmiths (9 Mile) Beach in NSW, 
where 4WDers are leaving tonnes of 
rubbish and giving the rest of us a 
bad name. Now they're talking about 
implementing access fees to the beach. 
Next they'll be closing it off completely. 
These idiots make it hard for us to fight 
track closures - in fact, after seeing 
what these boons have done to Black- 
smiths, it's hard not to agree with the 
authorities putting up gates. 

Peter Smith 
Via Email 


Gday Peter, 

You're right, it's an absolute disgrace what hap- 
pened to Blacksmiths over the festive season. 
The biggest concern, if you ask me is that all the 
crap left on the beach didn't seem to be from one 
or two poorly behaved groups - it seemed to be 
from a very large number of people. 

Hopefully, introducing an entry fee to the 
beach will help curtail this growing problem 
- but I fear you're right that if it doesn't, the situ- 
ation is only going to end up with another area 
locked of to 4WDers. The sad part is, it won't 
matter to those people that decided it was okay 
to dump their rubbish on the beach - the/11 just 
find somewhere else to trash. The ones who it 
will really affect people like you and me, who 
value such places and want to look after them. 

Trav 





Do you tour in something a little out of the ordinary? If you dOp drop us an email to editorialtaoverlander.com.au 
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FOR YOUR NEAREST SUPPLIER... 



TEL: (07) 3349 5422 


Fax: (07) 3849 3060 


26 Dividend Street, Mansfield, Brisbane, OLD 4122 





Smarter 

Battery Charging 


BATTERY GHMg 





CHARGE m Charge 

cycle IShrs 



Now capable of charging Lithium LiFeP04 batteries 


7 amp, 7 stage smart charter 
Charges & monitors n\m t^attery lypes/sizes 
Easy to read Time Tracker LCD screen 
Easiiy transferable from vetiicfe to home 


DUALCHARGIKG: 






Available in store at 


autObam 


Proudly designed m Australia 


PatftTrt Plrotscted 


www.arkcorpxom.au 
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WILD COAST 
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TRAVEL NEWCASTLE. NSW 


From the bush to the beach, this 
adventure packed weekender is 
closer to home than you’d think! 

WORDS BY CAHN TURNER, PHOTOS BY DAVID WOLTSCHENKO 
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A ustralia is full of magic 
places where in half a 
day you can witness 
amazing differences in 
scenery. Rainforests, 
beaches and magnificent mountains 
provide an amazing backdrop for 
4WDing adventures and with that in 
mind we put a plan together to head 
north from our place in South Sydney. 
We started out with a day trip through 
the Watagans National Park, then 
headed over to Blacksmiths Beach for 
dinner, waterside camping and to have 
a crack at driving some of the softest 
sand on the east coast. 

Heading up from Sydney take the 
turn off at Mandalong Road and head 
North to Cooranbong before heading 
west up the mountains and hitting 
Watagan Forest Road. Make sure you 
check out Boarding House Dam as 
it's an excellent place to get a taste 
of the rainforests in the Watagans 
National Park, as well as featuring a 
bush swimming hole. Along Watagan 
Forest Road you'll encounter ruts 
and exposed rocks that'll constantly 


bounce you around, but you ain't 
seen nothing yet. Watagan Forest 
Road is your gateway to many of the 
4WD tracks in the area, which is the 
perfect way to spend a few hours! 

The Disco proved very capable on 
the dry, scrubby tracks but if you've 
got a monster 4in lifted 4WD you're 
just as likely to find a challenge in the 
area. We know from experience that 
the Wattos have tracks ranging from 
mild to absolutely wild! Once you're 
ready for a bite to eat, backtrack east 
along Watagan Forest Road until you 
reach the turn off for Boarding House 
Dam - it'll be on your left. This is a 
perfect spot for lunch thanks to the gas 
barbeques and drop toilets. Boarding 
House Dam is only a five minute drive 
off Watagan Forest Road but seems 
like a million miles away. The short 
Circuit Track starts and ends from the 
picnic site and will only take you about 
half an hour to walk, if you feel like 
immersing yourself in the rainforest. 
The walk follows the creek banks and 
passes under lush green canopies - 
make sure you bring a camera. 


BLACKSMITHS OFFERS 
MANY CHANCES TO 
HOOKA FISH. AND THE 
WATER IS PERFECT FOR 
ASWIMORSURF 


WHERE 


The Watagans National Park is Located 
about 60kms south-west of Newcastle 
and approximately 130km north of 
Sydney. From the Watagans head east 
to Jewell and you’ll be on Blacksmiths 
Beach in just over an hour. 


CAMPING 


We camped on Blacksmiths Beach, 
where there are plenty of opportunities 
to grab an amazing campsite with 
perfect 180° water views, ora peaceful 
spot up on the dunes. Camping was free 
at the time of writing but there are no 
facilities. Also make sure you take any 
rubbish with you. 
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BEST TIME 
TO TRAVEL 


The climate is pretty stable around 
Newcastle, but to take advantage 
of the beach then make sure you 
travel to Blacksmiths in late Spring, 
Summer or Autumn. 


FUEL&SUPPLIES 


Fuel is readily available on the Pacific 
Highway in both directions before you 
enter the Watagans. Near Blacksmiths 
Beach both Belmont and Belmont 
North have several service stations 
and supermarkets where you can grab 
those last few necessities. 



Once you have seen the underside 
of the rainforest canopies, it's time 
to pack the 4WD and get moving 
again. There are several lookouts on 
the eastern fringe of the Watagans 
and we chose to check out Heaton's 
Lookout as it gives you a spectacular 
view over Newcastle and our eventual 
destination. Blacksmiths Beach, in 
the distance. There are also Monkey 
Face, Narrow Gap and Muirs Lookouts 
nearby so if you're after some more 
beautiful views make the effort to seek 
them out. 


The drive from the Watagans to 
Blacksmiths Beach will take you a 
little over an hour. There are two main 
entry points onto the beach, the north 
entry is located off Kalaroo Road in 
Jewells, while the southern access is 
found by following Ocean Park Road 
east from Belmont South. We aimed 
for Jewells as it is a shorter run up the 
beach to Third Creek where we aimed 
to camp for the night. Once we pulled 
off the smooth stuff at Kalaroo Road, 
the tyres were deflated to around 
20psi. After a bit of discussion with the 


missus, we figured the Disco wasn't 
too loaded up so it shouldn't have any 
trouble. The moment we got out onto 
the dunes we started to realise just 
how soft Blacksmiths Beach can be! 
The Disco fought to keep moving and 
we eventually made it up and over 
the dunes, where we were greeted by 
spectacular views of the Pacific Ocean 
directly in front of us. From there it 
is a relatively easy run up along the 
beach to find a campsite, but if you're 
feeling adventurous then check out 
the dunes first. Double check your 
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WHAT TO TAKE 


Bacon for breakfast 
on the beach? 
Nothing Better! 



recovery gear is ready to go, the sand 
is ridiculously soft at Blacksmiths so 
expect a challenge! 

After a massive day exploring 
there's nothing better than setting 
up camp, getting the fire started and 
cooking up a storm, especially when 
you have beer-marinated steaks to 
look forward to! Try and consider the 
weather when you choose a spot as 
the prevailing winds come from the 
north east. Hunker down behind a 
small frontal dune, with your campsite 
metres from Third Creek and you're 
laughing! Third creek is definitely the 
best pick for campsites on Blacksmiths, 
but it can get busy. There are plenty of 
other options up and down the beach 
though, so don't worry too much if 
you can't snag your favourite. If you 
haven't camped on sand before you 


don't know what you're missing! 
Comfortable and supportive, we reckon 
it's better than any fancy mattress! If 
you tend to toss and turn over night, 
smooth the sand out a little before 
you set up your tent or swag and it'll 
make a huge difference. You'll no 
doubt wake up refreshed and keen for 
a bit of bacon, so stoke the fire, get the 
barbeque plate hot and start it sizzling! 

After a lazy Sunday morning 
camp-site clean-up, we jumped back 
in the Disco to find a good spot to 
test the water. If you're a keen angler 
Blacksmiths offers plenty of chances to 
hook a huge variety of fish including 
mulloway, bream and taylor, and the 
water is perfect for a swim or surf. 
Blacksmiths isn't patrolled except for 
at the extreme ends where there are 
driving restrictions, so if you aren't a 


In the Watagans National Park you’ll 
need decent shoes if you’re keen for a 
hike. As for Blacksmiths Beach, ensure 
your fuel tank is full as your economy 
will drop on the beach. You shouldn’t 
need extra fuel supplies unless you are 
planning an extended stay. Take your 
own firewood and cooking gear, as 
well as swimmers and sun protection 
- you’re going to want to spend plenty 
of time in the water. Finally make 
sure you have recovery gear packed 
and accessible, and don’t forget your 
traction aids - we had to pull out the 
MaxTrax a few times! 


TRIP STANDARD 


Trips are rated A through to E grade, 
with A meaning only suitable for 
vehicles with an extreme level of off- 
road modifications, and E meaning 
suitable for all types of 4WDs. There 
are tracks ranging from A to E 
throughout the Watagans, we stayed 
on tracks that were between D and E. 
The soft sand on Blacksmith’s beach 
means it is rated between B and C - 
don’t underestimate the soft sand and 
deflate your tyres as required. 


RESTRICTIONS 
AND PERMITS 


At the time of writing, camping permits 
are in discussion for implementation on 
Blacksmith’s Beach. Be sure to check 
before your trip. 
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TRAVEL NEWCASTLE. NSW 


confident swimmer consider parking 
the truck at either end and going for 
a stroll. After a swim and before you 
head off home, make sure you spend 
some time tackling the dunes, as they 
offer a challenge for even the most 
proficient 4WDers, thanks to that 
soft sand. If this is your first beach 
excursion Blacksmiths is a great place 
to hone your skills and we guarantee 
it won't be long before you are back to 
have another go. 

If you came onto the beach at 
Jewell then you're going to want to 
take the other exit to get back off. 

You get to see more of the beach, get 
more driving done and it extends 
your holiday just that little bit! You 


can follow the ocean or move up into 
the frontal dunes which offer a whole 
new challenge. Not quite as soft as 
the large dunes, the frontal dunes are 
arguably easier to drive on, but will 
have you hitting some undulating 
terrain and squeezing between 
sand drifts. Keep a firm hold on the 
steering wheel, the sand likes to bite! 
With all the sand driving you'll be 
doing make sure you consider other 
beach users. Steer clear of campsites, 
be sure there isn't anyone in your 
path and be constantly aware of 
nearby 4WDs. 

If you're heading back south after 
you weekender, consider stopping at 
Catherine Hill Bay for a late lunch. 




THE SAND IS INCREDIBLY 
SOFT AT BLACKSMITHS SO 
EXPECT A CHALLENGE! 
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dunes make for 
an exciting drive 


THE WATACANS HAS TRACKS RANGING 
FROM MILD TO ABSOUTELY WILOm 


The frontal 





tiaatotf Sf 


Pati 

fflUli-r/'S 


Fassitei 




jjv : AiV3ba\ 

R^gadj^ 


jorontilfx 

p \d 


Crumps 

Rfltreal 


Uirtin$vills, 




B\mt^ 

S iwangi 


Afirrtitf Mfi& BCACh 


! ^ [mfM 

V 

&{ney 
StatQ . , / 
! Fo^sf^. 


Wn * vftfffisfftj 

S%fwatfr / 


.BNjptiiwters vNords' 

iiwnai 


y Mandalfing 


CONTACTS 
& INFORMATION 


Catherine Hill Bay is a sleepy little 
town that peaked in population 
around the 1920s, thanks to the 
lucrative coal trade in the Newcastle 
area. Unfortunately a bushfire swept 
through in 2013 and burned out 
several of the heritage buildings, but 
the lookout at the northern end of 
town accessed by a short dirt track 
shows off an impressive view of the 
old coal jetty stretching over the water. 
Definitely worth a look. 


If you're after a bit of adventure through 
some rainforest and Australian bush, then 
want a relaxing ovemighter sitting by the 
ocean, it is hard to go past the Newcastle 
area. Sure there are more iconic places, but 
not many are this close to civilisation, this 
easy to access and offer the same amount 
of excitement for 4WDers with any level 
of experience. It doesn't matter what 4WD 
you own or how much experience you 
have, you're guaranteed to find something 
that makes your weekend standout. ■ 


BELMONT WETLANDS STATE PARK 

W: http://www.stateparks.nsw.gov.au/ 
betmont 

NSW NATIONAL PARKS 

W: www.nationalparks.nsw.gov.au 
PH: 1300 072 757 


MAPS AND GUIDES 


Mid North Coast and New England by 
Hema Maps 
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NO MORE 
«(j^ERRUPTIONS 
EVER 


TX^^EOO^ TXBSQO ^ TX3! 


iQO. TXSSIO^ 


T-' W-iiS’ „ 


TXSSHaiS) 


Introducing the unique ScanSuite™ series of 
Australian made radios with a no fuss 5 year 
warranty*. With ScanSuite™ enabled you 
can now have continuous uninterrupted 
conversations no matter where you are. 

To learn more visit www.gme.net.au 


Introducing our new super 
compact radio with ScanSuite" 

Txsisas 


5 

YEAR 

WMRAtfinr 


TM 


smarter scanning 


*The TX6500S has a 3 year warranty. 

Photograph courtesy of Carlisle Rogers (4WD Touring Australia) 
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To Be The World’s Best You Have To Be. 


Built Up thicker 

than other bars 


Full One Piece Channel 


STRONGEST BUILT • BEST ENGINEERED • AUSTRALIAN MADE 



• Thick hi-tensile alloy materials 
as much as 2x thicker than 
other leading brands 

• Fully Welded Construction - We 
weld our tubes and channels 
together, no screws here! 

• One-Piece Bumper Section 
formed from 6mm hi-tensile alloy 

• Fully Welded Gussets - Every 
gusset has a purpose! 

ECB Now 


• Lightweight: save money on 
fuel, compared to steel products 

> Reduced wear & tear on tyres 
and suspension 

• No unnecessary suspension 
upgrades, saves you money 

' Every bar & mounting system is 
specifically designed to best suit 
your vehicle 


• Australians have the highest 
need for bullbars than any other 
country in the world. We bring 40 
years of experience when 
designing and building the best 
bullbar for your vehicle. 

• The World's Best Bullbars are 
Australian made 


Offer More Choice To Suit Your Needs 
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Super Large 8" 
Touch-Screen 


Simple Plug 
and Play 
Installation 
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MAZDA BT50 

UPGRADE 
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POLARIS has developed a complete new 


Off-Road Maps Multimedla/GPS/Rear Vision System and more 
for the Mazda BT50 ( 2012 / 2015 ) Model B32Q 


Special Introductory Offer 

only $195 


I ™ 

www.mypolaris.com.au Phone: 1300 55 55 14 

Buy direct or from your participating local Auto Electrician or Auto Accessory Store 
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FEATURE OLD VS NEW SHOOTOUT 


F ew would argue that the modem 4WD is a different beast when compared to the models of old. A whole host of electronic 
driver aids, independent suspension, and a long list of mod-cons are becoming the norm, and if s getting harder and harder 
to find a bare-bones, solid-axle 4WD on the new vehicle market. 

Nobody can blame you for wanting a new vehicle. If s easy to believe that the newest toy on the market will 
serve you better than its predecessor. With a swag of new technology at your disposal the tracks should be falling 
to their knees in fear of what these new gadgets can bring. Whether or not you can afford the cutting edge of technology 
as your chariot or you're still opening the front quarter windows in the place of air conditioning, there's a curiosity there 
whether these current model 4WDs are really as much chop as they make out to be. 

A select group of 4WDers was chosen to settle an age old argument. Has the pinnacle of off-road machines come and 
gone? Or is the best yet to come? Are 1990's vehicles a cut above the technological behemoths available on the market today? 
We're going to separate fact from fiction in this, the old vs new ultimate battleground test! 



FEW WOULD ARGUE THAT THE 
MODERN AWD IS A DIFFERENT 
BEAST WHEN COMPARED TO 
THE MODELS OF OLD 



THE 

BATTLEGROUND 


To properly settle the score 
once and for all we needed 
a combination of 4WDSp 
drivers and terrain. To find 
the best examples of the 
4WDs chosen to undergo 
the torture test we spoke to 
everyone we could find to gain 
that even playing field with 
vehicle modifications. More 
importantly, we made sure 
the drivers were hardened 
veterans of the off-road scene 
to ensure that when, not if, the 
trucks came to a halt it would 
be because of the vehicle's 
capabilities, not because the 
driver wasn't experienced enough 
to tackle the tough terrain. 

The decision for the track 
was easy. We chose a local 
stomping ground to ensure 
we knew what lay ahead. 

The Awaba State Forest and 
Belmont Beach are a treasure 
trove of tracks when you take 
the time to look for them. With 
these ingredients in place it 
seems mother nature decided 
to play her card just at the 
right time. The night before 
the trip, the heavens opened 
up, changing a B-grade track 
into an A-grade winch-a-thon. 
Fortunately the beach run was a 
dry event meaning soft sand to 
properly test the vehicles out. 

You know exactly what type 
of terrain you like to 4WD on, 
that's why we're presenting the 
facts from each covering the 
beach to the bush. We'll leave 
it up to you to decide which 
findings are most relevant to 
your situation. 
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THE VEHICLES 

Covering most 4WD manufacturers, we chose vehicles that best represent the 1990s to modern 
day ownership. Selecting trucks from Toyota, Nissan, Land Rover and Jeep, meant there was 
more than enough variety to get to the bottom of the issue. Read on to see what vehicle's we 
had and their owners. These five vehicles are amongst the most popular out on the tracks today, 
and the difference in technology between old and new is, for the most part, staggering. 


TOYOTA LANDCRUISER 


There's no denying this vehicle's right 
to reserve its place in the old vs new 
battle. The 80 Series was a factory 
turbo HDJ80 kitted out with 2in 
suspension, ARB barwork and a fresh 
set of 33in Mickey Thompson MTZs. 
Coming up against it was an equally 
impressive VDJ200 Series with its own 
2in suspension lift, 33in Cooper AT / 
R's and a spread of ARB barwork. A 
much praised factory traction control 
system appears to give the 200 the leg 
up against the 80. The LandCruiser 
forged its reputation long ago as the 
4WDer's choice in Australian touring 
circles which is why the new breed has 
so much to live up to. 


JEEP WRANGLER 


They might look the same to the 
untrained eye, but like twins there's a 
lot of difference when you really scratch 
the surface. Both Wranglers on this test 


are SWB varieties to ensure wheelbase 
wasn't a factor. The TJ Wrangler 
Renegade we found was running 35in 
Goodyear MT / Rs, and to compliment 
this monster we found an equally 
impressive 4WD. The SWB JK Wrangler 
we picked also rolls around on 35in 
Goodyear MT / Rs making these vehicles 
the monster match up of the trip. You 
won't find an American who reckons this 
model isn't the ducks guts and opinions 
between the two generations are varied. 


NISSAN PATROL 


Of course the Nissan Patrol had to get a 
mention for this event. We chose a mint 
2.8L T/D GQ Patrol with 33in Maxxis 
Mudzillas, while to counter the 1990s 
era truck a GU Series VIII with 33in 
treads and the staunch 3L common rail 
turbo diesel was chosen. Both Patrols 
have groups of dedicated followers who 
swear black and blue that their model 
is the best. There's little doubt that the 
Patrol is one of the toughest 4WDs on 
the market today and in days past. 




TOYOTA HILUX 


The growing popularity of utes as tourers 
mean that we chose the consistently high- 
selling HiLux to represent the ute markets. 
The first was a 1997 LN106, and not to be 
outdone, the current model KUN26R diesel 
HiLux was chosen to represent the new 
truck team with eagerness. Both vehicles 
had 32in tyres fitted and were a damn close 
comparison on paper. Everybody loves a 
HiLux as it's the perfect combination of 
functionality and ability off-road that has 
as many uses as a packet of zip ties. 


LAND ROYER 


3C0VERYD1 VS D4 

Land Rover owners are not the type to back 
down from a competition and this pair was 
no exception to the rule. We pitted this rear 
locked D1 300Tdi Discovery up against a 
schmick D4 turbo-diesel Discovery. It was 
a battle of the traction aids with the Disco 
4's well-regarded traction control system 
going head to head with the proven ARB 
air-locker technology in the rear of the Dl. 
Both trucks were running a 2in lift with 
plenty of barwork to protect them from the 
tough tracks covered on the trip. 
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FEATURE OLD VS NEW SHOOTOUT 




Love it or hate it, mud is a necessary part of 
4WDing - but which models suit it better? 

Mud driving is a cross between running on banana peels and wading through 
quicksand. Sometimes you feel like the 4WD is driving you and not the other 
way round. ''The ability to steer and brake is overrated right?" you ask yourself 
as the terrain takes over control of your vehicle. Like all terrains, understanding 
the vehicle regardless of whether you're behind the wheel of a new or old 4WD 
will see you negotiate mud with maximum success. Let's see how the 4WD's 
stacked up against each other. We reckon the new generation will have it all over 
the old in mud thanks to their traction control systems but the old will trump the 
new when it comes to articulation and general driveline toughness. 


HEAD TO HEAD //THE RESULTS 


TOYOTA LANDCRUISER 




This was without a doubt the David and Goliath battle of the bunch: 
the solid axle, mud terrain equipped 80 Series vs the IPS, 

A/T equipped 200. 

In the end, the impressive A-TRAC traction control system proved the 
difference, meaning the 200 Series came out on top. 




NISSAN PATROL 


Apart from the engines, there's not much difference between 
the GQ and GU models which meant that they both tackled the 
mud equally as well. 


LAND ROVER DISCOVERY 


The solid-axle, rear-locked Disco 1 proved that when it 
comes to mud, age can indeed trump beauty. The D4's 
traction control struggled to keep the wheels spinning as 
consistently as the lockers in the D1, and the lower-profile 
17in rims meant the tyres couldn't bag as much. 







% 


TOYOTA HILUX 


With no traction aids to speak of in either vehicle it was clear that 
momentum was the key for each. The increased front drivetrain 
clearance in the late model 'Lux, made progress where the solid axle 
front HiLux did not. 


% 


JEEP WRANGLER 


These two Jeeps were the ultimate in comparisons. Both vehicles 
proved that with larger 35in tyres, there wasn't much in the way of 
mud that could halt forward progress. 




OVERALL VERDICT 

MEW IS BETTER IN MUD 


It might come as a surprise, but when 
all is considered, the traction aids and 
increased drivetrain clearance offered 
by independent suspension meant that 
modern 4WDs come up trumps in mud. 
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STEEP TERRAIN 


Whether up-hiU or down, steep terrain can 
be some of the most treacherous driving 
you’U do. So what’s better suited? 

Driving up and down hills in your 4WD is undoubtedly the perfect way to 
increase your blood pressure! Add a side-slope into the mix and you'll need 
a steady foot to get you through safely. Often the only difference in success 
and potential disaster is a few inches between wheel placements. For many, 
this is the appeal of it all. When all you can see is blue sky, you know it's a 
steep bugger! 



HEAD TO HEAD //THE RESULTS 


TOYOTA LANDCRUISER 




With more power, a wider wheel-track, and a host of electronic 
driving aids such as traction control, hill control and electronic 
brake-force distribution, the 200 Series was a clear winner when it 
came to steep terrain. 


NISSAN PATROL 


The GU Patrol offered a smoother power delivery with its 1 1 8Kw 
coming on boost quicker and on time when you need it to power up 
those hills, which meant that similarities aside, the engine made a 
big difference in this test. 


% 


LAND ROVER DISCOVERY 


The dividing factors between the Disco's were the wheel 
track, 1605mm in the D4 against the narrower 1485mm in 
the D1, and the electronic features in the D4 such as descent 
control which works an absolute treat. 



TOYOTA HILUX 


The 90's model HiLux had the edge as the old diesel only puts out 60Kw 
with such little fuss that it would torque climb its way up a brick wall 
if you pointed it that way. The later model Hilux required more right 
boot to tackle the same hills. The feather in the hat for the 2.8L ‘Lux 
is its shorter wheelbase meaning an improved ramp over angle which 
reduces the chance of becoming hung up when cresting the hill. 




ELECTRONIC 
DRIVING AIDS IN 
NEWER 4WDS 
GO A LONG WAY 
TG MAKING 
HILLS A BREEZE 



JEEP WRANGLER 


When measuring these two engines, the late model JK is a punchy 
V6 petrol performer, however the well regarded 4L i6 found under 
the bonnet of the TJ made its torque delivery a more measured, 
controllable affair. Exactly what the doctor ordered when driving up 
and down slopes. 




OVER ALL VERDICT 
MEW IS BETTER ON HILLS 


This one's not so surprising, that the 
electronic driving aids in newer 4WDs 
go a long way to making hills, whether 
going down or up, a breeze. 
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FEATURE OLD VS NEW SHOOTOUT 


WATER CROSSINGS 


When it comes to driving in the wet 
stuff, do modern electrics mean that old 
school is better? 


'The water's gettin' higher," your mate says as he looks out the window. The next 
thing you realise, moisture appears around the footwell of your 4WD as the body 
mount bungs and door seals struggle to hold the tide of water trying to get inside 
the vehicle. It can be a fine line between a 4WD and a submarine as some crossings 
make water inside the vehicle a foregone conclusion. The ability of the vehicle to 
complete the obstacle successfully and keep on going is something that needs to be 
considered before splashing out on a new (or relatively new) 4WD. 



HEAD TO HEAD //THE RESULTS 


TOYOTA LANDCRUISER 


The 80 Series is the clear winner here with functionality trumping 
technology every time when moisture becomes a significant factor. 
No computers to speak of is a massive advantage when it comes to 
water crossings. 


NISSAN PATROL 


The GQ is the winner here, as with the inclusion of common rail 
technology in the GU came electronically controlled injectors, and 
an injector pump with a multitude of sensors to fine tune the fuel 
mixtures. The GQ simply does not have these potential failures 
hence the increased probability of surviving an inundation. 


LAND ROVER DISCOVERY 


The mechanical injection diesel found in the D1 has the 
distinct advantage of requiring only a handful of electrical 
components to keep powering on. The D4 on the other hand 
carries a 3.0L V6 diesel with much more electrical gear 
vulnerable to inundation. 


TOYOTA HILUX 










The mechanical injection of the LN106R makes it ideal for running 
under water. Regardless of the winner here, one thing is clear - a 
snorkel is one of those must-have accessories if you're driving a HiLux 
regardless of whether it's old or new. 


JEEP WRANGLER 


It's hard to split hairs between petrol models as with an electrical 
ignition system in place it can be said they are both vulnerable 
engines. Between these vehicles, it's a dead heat as every Jeep is 
rated to handle at least 20in of water depth. 


% 



OVERAL L VERDICT 

OLD IS BETTER IN WATER 


It's common knowledge that water 
and electricals don't mix, and 
this is certainly the case when it 
comes to 4WDs. 


30 OVERLANDER4WD 






ROCKY TERRAIN 


Fun and chaUenging, rock-crawLing 
has always been the domain of solid- 
axle trucks, but can modern technology 
change our opinions? 

There are few terrains available to 4WDer's that challenge both driver and vehicle 
better than rock driving. The sense of satisfaction that comes from overcoming an 
obstacle after properly thinking it through is what gets the imagination flowing 
and the blood pumping. Not everyone is into rock climbing, but if you are and 
ever wondered how the two generations stack up in the rocky stuff then read on 
for the full word. 


HEAD TO HEAD //THE RESULTS 


TOYOTA LANDCRUISER 




When it comes to rocks it's all about articulation, and the solid axle 
front and rear 80 Series has it all over the 200 Series in wheel travel. 
The A-TRAC system in the 200 did do an admirable job of tackling the 
climb, however. 
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NISSAN PATROL 


The two Patrols are well equipped to handle the rocks regardless 
of whether it's the GQ or GU model. Both drivelines come outfitted 
with the well regarded factory fitted LSD rear differential, and 
excellent rear end articulation. 




LAND ROVER DISCOVERY 


In the end, the 206mm ground clearance offered by the D1 
trumps the 185mm offered in the D4 even with its advanced 
traction aids. The increased articulation offered by the solid 
axles in the D1 helped as well. 



TOYOTA HILUX 


It's all about suspension and articulation with the 'Lux, and the front 
axle leaf sprung suspension setup of the LN106 1990's HiLux shines 
through over the independent coil over strut setup found in the 
KUN26R later model. 


<54 


JEEP WRANGLER 


The JK's 223mm of ground clearance offers an extra inch over the 
TJ's 202mm. It may not seem like much but that's equivalent to 2in 
of tyre diameter! This allows the later model to clear obstacles with 
greater efficiency and ease. 
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TRADITION 
TRUMPS 
TECHNOLOGY 
WHEN IT 
COMES TO 
ROCKS, IT'S 
THAT SIMPLE 



OVERALL VERDICT 

OLD IS BETTER FOR ROCKS 


Tradition trumps technology 
when it comes to rocks, as the 
articulation offered by solid 
axles front and rear proves more 
effective than electronic aids. 
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FEATURE OLD VS NEW SHOOTOUT 


CORRUGATIONS 


It’s an unavoidable part of outback touring, so 
what’s better suited to tackling corrugations? 



When you talk about the Australian outback, images of relentless corrugations extending for kilometre after kilometre are conjured up. It's 
the terrain that eats away at the components of your 4WD, weakening them to a point where they'll fail. The ability for the vehicle to handle 
this punishment and whether it does it in comfort or whether it's a case of seeing the dentist afterwards to replace those shattered teeth is a 
significant factor when it comes to judging 4WDs. To see how these vehicles faired we took noise readings as well as running test on each 
vehicle to determine vibration levels. This makes it easy to see which is superior in comfort, as a quieter, smoother 4WD has to be regarded 
as smoother to drive. 


HEAD TO HEAD //THE RESULTS 


TOYOTA LANDCRUISER 


For those who haven't driven a 200 Series on 
corrugations, you are missing out! With more gadgets 
than James Bond's ride, the new vehicle handles the 
washboard vibrations with ease. 


NISSAN PATROL 


Handling between the two vehicles is marginal, with near 
identical coil sprung suspension setups on both models. 
The dividing factor was the additional sound proofing and 
fit and finish found in the later model GU. 


LAND ROVER DISCOVERY 


It's no surprise the independent suspension and anti- 
lock braking system of the D4 Discovery fared better 
than the solid axle D1. 


TOYOTA HILUX 


The later model HiLux came into its own with its 
independent double wishbone front suspension soaking up 
the corrugations markedly better than the early model. 


CORRUGATIONS AT 60km/h 

80 Series 

200 Series 

AVERAGE NOISE (dB) 

85 

78 

AVERAGE VIBRATION 
(Richter scale) 

5.2 

4.5 




CORRUGATIONS AT 60km/h 

GO Patrol 

GU Patrol 

AVERAGE NOISE (dB) 

88 

81 

AVERAGE VIBRATION 
(Richter scale) 

5.8 

5.6 


CORRUGATIONS AT 60km/h 

D1 Disco 

D4 Disco 

AVERAGE NOISE (dB) 

86 

77 

AVERAGE VIBRATION 
(Richter scale) 

5.4 

4.8 


CORRUGATIONS AT 60km/h 

LN106 HiLux 

KUN26R HiLux 

AVERAGE NOISE (dB) 

94 

82 

AVERAGE VIBRATION 
(Richter scale) 

6.2 

5.4 
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JEEP WRANGLER 


The JK, with its anti-lock braking and brake assist 
systems offering an additional measure of control that 
cannot be denied on the corrugations, and this makes it 
a clear winner over the TJ. 


CORRUGATIONS AT 60km/h 

TJ Wrangler 

JK Wrangler 

AVERAGE NOISE (dB) 

86 

83 

AVERAGE VIBRATION 
(Richter scale) 

5.2 

4.8 




h VERALL VERDICT 

N EW IS BETTER FOR 

i CORRUGATIONS _ 


Without a doubt with modern suspension systems, better sound 
proofing, and electronic driving aids, new trumps old in every case 
when it comes to corrugations. 
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When it comes to the 
powdery stuff, is there 
a clear cut favourite? 


There's not many 4WDer's out there who 
don't enjoy a bit of sand driving. This unique 
terrain in many cases does not rely as much 
on wheel placement, rather requiring correct 
throttle control to maximise the performance of 
the vehicle. If you've ever come to grief on this 
terrain you'll know it can be a long, hard slog * ’ 
to get yourself out again especially if you've 
buried yourself to the axles. Read on to see how 
these vehicles faired. 


HEAD TO HEAD //THE RESULTS 


TOYOTA LANDCRUISER 




In sandp IFS holds the distinct advantage of offering increased front 
differential clearance, reducing the sand dragged along by the 4WD. 
This, along with the superior power of the 4.5L V8 engine makes the 
200 Series a clear winner. 


NISSAN PATROL 


There's not a lot separating the GQ and GU vehicles on the beach. 
The GU has better power than the GQ (118Kw in the 3L common 
rail diesel over the 86Kw in the GQ), however the delivery of the 
shorter 83mm stroke of the 2.8L allows it to rev easier than the 
1 02mm stroke of the 3L. 



THERE'S NO 
DOUBTING 
THAT NEW 
VEHICLES ARE 
WELL SUITED 
TO DRIVING IN 
THE SAND 


Although the 300Tdi is a staunch 
performer, its 83Kw is not enough to 
compete in the sand 


LAND ROVER DISCOVERY 


Although the 300Tdi is a staunch performer, its 83Kw is not 
enough to compete with the 140Kw TDV6 in the D4. The late 
model Disco had the highly regarded V6 turbo diesel paired 
to the smooth shifting 8-speed automatic. 



TOYOTA HILUX 


You simply can't compete with a vehicle on the sand that has double 
the power which is why the later model HiLux wins this battle. The 
D4-D simply has it all over its aging cousin. 




JEEP WRANGLER 


The 146Kw 3.8L V6 is a punchy performer, with the additional gear in 
the five-speed automatic it had the edge of the 90's model Wrangler 
making it the winner on the sandy terrain. 





I OVERALL VERDICT 

I MFW IS BETTER IN THE SAND | 


With modern engines outputting 
more power and torque, there's 
no doubting that new vehicles are 
well suited to driving in the sand. 
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FEATURE OLD VS NEW SHOOTOUT 


FUEL ECONOMY FIGURES 


While the physical testing does not truly add up the costs each vehicle incurs 
after the trip has done, weVe taken a snap shot to demonstrate the comparison 
between the old and new vehicles. Throughout the trip, fuel economy figures 
were taken from all vehicles and closely monitored to gain an insight how each 
vehicle uses its fuel when driving the exact same route. 



VEHICLE 

TRIP FUEL 
ECONOMY 

(L/IOOKm) 

TOTAL COST OF 
A4p000KM 
OFF-ROAD TRIP 

(FUEL = $1.50P/U 

300Tdi D1 Land Rover Discovery 

13.5 

$810 

TDV6 D4 Land Rover Discovery 

20.0 

$1200 

LN1 06 Toyota HiLux 

14.7 

$882 

KUN26R Toyota HiLux 

12.5 

$750 

GQ RD28T Nissan Patrol 

16.1 

$966 

GU ZD30 CRD Nissan Patrol 

15.9 

$954 

HDJ80 Toyota LandCruiser 

15.2 

$912 

VDJ200 Toyota LandCruiser 

19.6 

$1176 

TJ Jeep Wrangler 

23.5 

$1410 

JK Jeep Wrangler 

15.2 

$912 




SUMMING IT ALL UP 


When it comes to deciding between the 
tried and tested rugged durability of a 
1 990's model 4WD or dipping your toe into 
the current model pond, it's apparent the 
decision is not as clear cut as you might 
think. The important thing to take note of 
is to accept the limitations and strengths 
of each model. In general, the older 
vehicles will be of a tougher construction 
taking hits that the newer breed just 
cannot stand up to. It can't be denied 
however, with more power and more 
features in current model 4WDs, terrain 
does not have to be tackled quite as hard 
and you can rely on the traction aids and 
superior handling of the new breed. 

The simple fact of the matter is that 
technology is no longer the enemy of 
4WDers that it once was. With a couple of 
decades of mostly reliable EFI systems 
under our belts now, technology has 
withstood the test of time. While some 
manufacturers can be accused of making 
4WDs softer, the one thing we can look 
forward to as 4WDers is a future full of 
capable vehicles coming onto both the 
second-hand and new markets. The truth 
is that the future isn't looking as bleak as 
some maythink^Q 




SEE OUR DAILY AND WEEKLY DEALS AT 


UltS LANDCfttliSER/ 
_J>ATROL/JEEP. ^ 


CALL BRAD 1300 048 901 FOR 


20% OFF 

FLEXY COILS 


Australian'made coil^ using BHP 
micro-alloy X5k steel - Lifetime warranty 

> Handles and rides superbly on road - 
flexes and travels like an animal off road 


www.suspensionsturr.com.au 


Call us: 1300 048 991 

*Check compliance requirements in your state. 


Show Room: 2/28 Kortum Drive, 
Burleigh Heads OLD 4220 











ADVERTISING FEATURE 


i 


HOW DO I KNOW IF MY TURBO HAS FAILED? 


There ore many reasons tor your vehicle not to be 
performing at its optimum, but more often than not 
it probably isn't your turbo that has tailed or not 
operating correctly. 

Denco's turbo expert, Paul Taylor said turbochargers 
actually don't require much attention other than 
a few periodic checks and often, fully functioning 
turbos are replaced unnecessarily. 

"It an engine is not operating properly, you should 
check fluid levels, air or exhaust restriction, pressure 
hoses tor splits, gaskets tor leaks, sensors and the 
fuel system before assuming the turbocharger is at 
fault tor poor performance," Mr Taylor said. 

"It all these look ok, you can start to look tor signs of 
turbo failure such as lack of acceleration, performance 
or power, or blowing blue or black smoke. 

"Turbo lag is natural. It's 
that time before the turbo 
speeds up and produces 
boost." 


"However, should the lag be too long, it may indicate 
a problem with your turbocharger. It could be 
restricting the airflow to the cylinders in your engine 
and you should have it inspected as soon as possible. 

"It you are experiencing a lack of performance or 
power, you may want to check your boost pressure 
using a boost gauge. Reduced boost pressure could 
be the result of damage to the shaft, compressor. 


wheel or vanes, the wastegate bypass port being stuck 
open, faulty actuator or a manifold leak. But, a drop in 
boost pressure could also be an engine issue. 

"Blue smoke generally indicates the engine is burning 
excessive oil and it your turbo tails, oil can enter the 
air intake and cylinders which can change the exhaust 
colour and smell. A small amount of oil in the turbo 
compressor cover is normal and not cause tor alarm," 
he said. 



Mr Taylor said that it you have done this fault checking 
and you have some signs of turbo failure, you might 
like to check the radial and axial play. 

"It you remove the air inlet piping from the turbo and 
move the turbine shaft you can check the play of the 
bearings floating in a film of oil. This centralises under 
oil pressure," Mr Taylor said. 

"There should be little axial play or end float. It you 
find some axial play or end float, you may need to 
overhaul or replace the turbo. It you're unsure or find 
no excessive play, you will need to have it checked by 
a turbo technician," he said. 

Send your turbo from anywhere in Australia and 
Denco Diesel and Turbo can provide you with a 
diagnosis and quote to fix the problem. This is a tree 
service, and tor a limited time, you can send Denco 
your turbo and they will cover the cost of shipping! 

Please be advised that this information is of a general nature only. 


SPECIAL OFFER 


MEED.A.TUftB.Q 


SEND IT TO US FOR A FREE QUOTE AND THE SHIPPING 
IS ON US! JUST ENTER OLTURBOSHIP AT THE CHECKOUT. 
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Shop online now at 


Offer valid until 9 May 2015. 
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DISCOVERY 


THE BEST 4X4X9 

9 TIMES WINNER AUSTRALIA’S BEST CARS* 



TROVER 


ABOVE & BEYOND 
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;%5lie bf his favourite 4WD 
.>Adestihations in Australia 
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I Ve lost count of how many 

times Tve been asked what my 
favourite 4WD location is. Of 
course this is an impossible 
question; how do you define 
favourite? Is it based on the drive, the 
campsites, the scenery or even the 
isolation? As far as driving goes it's hard 
to beat the High Country in Victoria and 
for scenery nothing tops Karijini National 
Park. What about campsites? Some of my 
campsites in Arnhem Land are second 
to none and for isolation, how can you 
beat the extremely remote Madigan Line? 
But I may have found a track which 
combines all of the above. 

The Finke River 4WD route which 
passes through the area known as Boggy 
Hole combines incredible 4WDing, 
superb camping, amazing scenery and 


the isolation of the outback all into a neat 
and very achievable two day package. 

So why wouldn't I sight it as one of my 
favourite drives? 

I first drove down the bed of the Finke 
River leading a tag-along tour in 1995, 
and I recall camping on the soft sand of 
this ancient river bed (did you know that 
the Finke River is the oldest known river 
in the world?). In those days I would 
simply throw a tarp on the ground, 
spread out my air bed and sleeping bag 
and doze off under the stars. The next 
morning I awoke to numerous bird calls 
echoing off the red cliffs that towered 
over head and found dingo prints 
around my pillow. I had been visited in 
my sleep, sniffed at and rejected thank 
goodness. On folding up my ground 
sheet I found a small scorpion under it 
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GETTING THERE 


I Finke Gorge National Park is 
I 1 25km west of Alice Springs on 
1 Larapinta Drive. 


TERRAIN 


This is a remote 4WD trip and can be 
fraught with all sorts of clangers to 
the inexperienced driver. The sandy 
creek bed, rocky crossings and even 
water crossings need to be approached 
with care. It is best to travel with an 
experienced driver or a second vehicle. 
If rain has fallen in the area the track 
may be closed so check with the 
National Parks office (08) 8951 8250. 


RESTRICTIONS 
AND PERMITS 


1 No permits are needed, however 

1 no trailers are permitted a 
1 the 4WD route. 

long 
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obviously enjoying the warmth my body 
had created through the night, from that 
day on I have slept in a swag or tent! 

After that exciting experience and 
absolutely enjoying the drive down the 
river bed it was to be another 16 years 
before I returned. This I did in 2011 with 
another memorable camp beside Boggy 
Hole on a night lit by a full moon. Then 
in 2014, as I was traversing from Darwin 
to Port Augusta between tag-along trips, 
I decided to follow the Finke River once 
more and enjoy it, this time with just 
myself and mate Tony as company. Each 
trip reinforced my resolve that this is 
definitely one of the best 4WD trips you 
can undertake. 

Much of the Finke 4WD route now 
lies within the Finke Gorge National 
Park which falls under the control of the 


Northern Territory Government. They 
have produced an excellent information 
sheet on the 4WD route and it can be easily 
downloaded from their website. This two 
page spread provides some historical 
information on the area including the 
fact that Ernest Giles used the river bed 
as a route north in 1872 and that the river 
and its waterholes were very important 
to the local aboriginal communities. 
Central Australia also has a strong link 
with Lutheran missionaries and, in fact, 
Hermannsburg was established as a 
missionary site in 1877 and the river bed 
used as a transport route. 

Fortunately for the Overlander 
travellers this seemingly important 
transport route has not been developed 
any further and apart from faint wheel 
tracks left by 4WDers there has been 


very little change to what Giles and the 
Missionaries would have experienced. 

You could leave Alice Springs, the 
closest major centre, in the early morning 
and complete the drive right through 
the Gorge in just one day followed by 
a camp at Kings Canyon or even return 
back to Alice via the Stuart Highway. But, 
to be honest, I can't see the point in doing 
this as one of the greatest attractions of 
the Finke Gorge is to camp in it, beside 
one of the many waterholes adjacent 
to the majestic towering red cliffs. To 
experience the late afternoon colours 
along the gorge, the setting sun sending 
the red cliffs bright orange, the million 
stars of a clear outback night reflecting 
off the still waters and to be visited by a 
dingo in the evening (it has happened to 
me on every visit thus far) is what makes 


THE FINKE RIVER 4WD ROUTE 
COMBINES INCREDIBLE 4WDING, 
SUPERB CAMPING, AMAZING SCENERY 
AND THE ISOLATION OF THE OUTBACK 



- vpr' 



Camping is permitted along the 
Finke River from the Junction of 
ELlery Creek and the Finke River 
to the southern boundary, there 
are no facilities in the national 
park and firewood collection is not 
permitted in the Park but camp 
fires are permitted provided you 
bring your own wood. 


this 4WD route so special. Many people 
will even set up camp beside one of the 
water holes for a few days to just soak up 
the raw beauty of this wonderful location. 

From Alice Springs follow Larapinta 
Drive for 125km virtually all the way 
to Hermannsburg where a visit to the 
old mission is worthwhile; there is even 
a small caravan park here and all the 
usual supplies. Just down the road is 
the entrance to Palm Valley another 
of those must visit spots in Central 
Australia. In my opinion. Palm Valley is 
worthy of a whole day and there is even 
a nice camping ground with toilets and 
showers available. But the real focus 
of our attention is the access road to 
the Finke Gorge National Park found 
opposite the turn off to Hermannsburg. 


The unsealed road is clearly 
signposted off the sealed Larapinta 
Drive with one of the familiar Territory 
4x4 route signs. This gravel road leads 
in a straight line along the power line 
for 12 kilometres until it reaches the dry 
bed of Ellery Creek. A local community 
and its ram shackle outbuildings are 
seen along the final stretches of this road 
before it becomes a 4WD only track as it 
enters the actual creek bed. Drop tyres 
to around 25psi at this point and engage 
4WD / centre diff lock and disengage 
your traction aids which are not needed 
on the sandy sections. 

Almost immediately you are in jaw 
dropping scenic country, with flood worn 
rocks and long stretches of soft sand lying 
between the soon to become very familiar 


The final stretch before 
you reach the Palmer River 
travels through beautiful 
stands of Desert Oaks 


The Finke River 4x4 
Route is one of the 

Northern Territories 

designated 4WD tracks 


STAYING THERE 
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many equally great camp sites to be 
enjoyed. Obviously one overlooking a 
permanent waterhole would be ideal but 
any location beside one of the red cliffs is 
going to prove magnificent. 

The two wheel tracks you are 
following cross rounded river stones, 
lots of soft sand and even the water 
logged bed of the Finke River. Take care 
on these wet sections as the sand, once 
water logged, becomes very soft and 
almost quicksand like. Avoid the wet 
sandy areas wherever you can, but if 
that is impossible walk the track first 
before driving through it. 

It is another 9km of just fabulous 
driving scenery to the actual site of 
Boggy Hole which is in fact a large 












IF YOU'RE LOOKING FOR 
THE PERFECT RED CENTRE 
GETAWAY YGU SIMPLY 
CAN'T GO PAST THE FINKE 




sight of towering red cliffs either side 
of your rig. After just 4km of river bed 
driving you will come to a gate (leave 
as found) which denotes the entry to 
the National Park. Worth noting is that 
after you enter the Park the collection of 
firewood is not permitted, so make sure 
you bring your needs with you. 

It's another 5km of slow driving 
through soft sand and around rocky 
outcrops before you reach the junction of 
Ellery Creek and the Finke River. From 
here and all the way to the southern Park 
boundary - some 28km down the river 
- you are permitted to camp anywhere 
along the river bed. Most people make 
a bee line for the inglorious named 
Boggy Hole, but to be honest there are 


TRAVEL FINKE RIVER, NT 



^Territory' 4x4 Iracksprovide^WE 
excel^nt touring for the avid 4Wber 






0VERUVNDER4WD 43 


TRAVEL FI NKE RIVER, NT 



. Driving conditions 
vary from soft sand 
to loose river rocks 




permanent waterhole where, in the late 
1800's, a police station was established. 
There is a sign post indicating that you 
have reached Boggy Hole and this is a 
favoured camping area for most visitors. 
Tony and I continued on and found an 
amazing spot just outside of the southern 
Park boundary once again beside a small 
waterhole flanked by a red sandstone 
escarpment which, with the dying rays of 
the sun, turned a brilliant burnt orange. 

That evening as we sat around our 
small camp fire staring up the heavens, 
we both agreed there were few places we 


would rather be. The decision was made 
to sleep on our stretches under the 200 
Series' awning, no swag or tent needed 
on this brilliant star lit night. At around 
midnight as while we were both deep 
in sleep we were visited yet again by an 
inquisitive dingo, he walked right up to 
our stretches and sniffed at our feet (that 
was enough to deter him!). 

The next day dawned with solid cloud 
cover, much to my disappointment as I 
know the full colours of the red centre 
would be masked somewhat. From the 
southern boundary of the national park 


we continued to follow the wheel tracks 
which crossed the river bed several 
times, skirted around giant red gums 
and was flanked by the towering rocky 
outcrops. Near a spot known as Running 
Waters there is another brilliant camping 
area, a turn off to the right follows a long 
waterhole. There is top camping under 
the shade of a grove of river gums or you 
can follow the water's edge for a couple 
hundred metres and camp anywhere 
along here. Opposite the sandy /rocky 
camping area on the other side of the 
water is another rocky cliff which would 
make a dramatic back drop in the 
afternoon sun. 

The track eventually emerges near the 
Illamurta Springs Conservation Reserve 
where you join a T-inter section and turn 
left to follow it out to Ernest Giles Road. 

If you want a little more 4WD action 
before hitting the tourist route to Kings 
Canyon, continue straight ahead towards 
the Palmer River which after another soft 
sand dune you will need to cross. This 
can be a very soft crossing indeed, but 
with the tyre pressures down you really 
should have no problems. 

If you're looking for the perfect 4WD 
package that you can achieve in just a day 
or two (provided you have already made 
it out to the Red Centre) you simply can't 
go past following the Finke. ■ 



FUEL&SUPPLIES 


I Fuel and all supplies are avaiLabLe 
I at Alice Springs, Hermannsburg 

^an^<ing^Canyor^^^^^^^^^^^ 


BEST TIME 
TO TRAVEL 


I 1st of May to 30th of September - 
I summer is too hot! 


MAPS AND GUIDES 


Central Australia by Hema 


CONTACTS 
& INFORMATION 


I NORTHERN TERRITORY PARKS 
I AND WILDLIFE 

I W: www.nt.gov.au/parks 
I PH: (08) 8951 8250 


D 
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For when you really need 
quality 4x4 replacement 
parts and accessories. 

Drivetech 4x4 is one of the fastest growing 4x4 brands in Austraiia & New Zeaiand. 

The range consists of high quality replacement parts and accessories for most 
4x4 makes and models at a competitive price. 



Recovery Equipment, Kinetic 



Extensive range includes: 

Fans, Water Pumps, 

Glow Plugs and much more 
Lights, Mirrors, window 
regulators. Door handles and 
much more 




Scan to view the Drivetech 4x4 Story 

Drivetech 4x4 quality products 
available in Australia and New Zealand. 


WyeteGh 


...driven by quality 


For more information on the fuil range of 4x4 products 

and to find your nearest stockists visit www.drivetech4x4.com.au 


YoullS 


Get social with us 


Filter kits 

Filtration solutions for petrol and 
diesel engines 


Gearbox , Transfer case and 

Differential 

Swivel Housing kits 

Axle and wheel bearing kits 


Recovery Ropes, LED Lighting, 
Underbody Armour and Snorkels 


Extensive range of diff 

and gearbox parts to suit most 4x4 ’s 

New CV Driveshafts 

New Gearboxes and Transfer Cases 


Hydraulics, Cables, Calipers 
and Repair kits 
High quality Japanese 
manufactured for peace 
of mind 


o 


Tie Rod Ends, Drag Links, 
Idler Arms 

Power steering repair kits 
Drivetech 4x4 Enduro Shock 
Absorbers 
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CUSTOM TOYOTA LANDCRUISER 200 SERIES 


With a long history of involvement 
in the 4WD scene in Australia, 
discover why this owner’s current 
build is his project of passion 

WORDS BY TRAVIS ANNABEL, PHOTOS BY WES WHITWORTH AND AUSTRALIANIMAGES.COM.AU 


/A 


^ ^yiLDlN ^ 
^fiOGRESS! 


OVERLANDER4WD 47 







® Jamie s incredibly 

happy with the big V8 
twin-turbo diesel 


J amie Benaud is a guy whose 
passion for 4WDing has been a 
bit of a dominating factor in his 
life. Over the years, he's owned 
a whole host of various 4WDs, 
including a 105 Series LandCruiser 
and MQ Patrol both with V8 engine 
conversions. "In fact, I think my current 
project is the first 4WD Fve ever owned 
that will keep its standard engine," he 
says. He's also built his own camper 
trailer, and been involved in the comp 
scene to an extent, competing in Several 
Nissan Trials and 4WD Jamborees over 
the years, and is a well-regarded off- 


road freelance photographer, having 
shot under his Australianlmages.com. 
au banner for various publications 
including Overlander. 

His current build, a touring spec 
LandCruiser 200 Series is a product of 
passion, and is a result of everything 
he's learned over all those years of 
modifying and driving 4WDs. It's also 
something that he's chronicling via a 
new online project, called Project 200. 

"I'm very big on the DIY 
philosophy," Jamie explains. "After 
all, getting there is half the fun! For 
the last 30 years of performing almost 


all of my own mods and accessory 
fitments. I've found that being DIY 
savvy helps you understand your 
vehicle, making problem diagnosis 
far easier. If you're planning on 
travelling, it's important to have 
at least a basic knowledge of your 
vehicle. For example, if you fit the 
suspension yourself, then you'll get 
a good idea of how to fix a problem 
should it occur in a remote location. 
For this reason. I've been doing 
detailed step-by-step write-ups and 
videos covering the fitting of almost 
every accessory install I've done so 
far. It's all there for anyone to view at 
www.project200.com.au." 

While it's still very much a project 
in progress, we thought we'd take a 
closer look at what Jamie has done 
so far to his 200 Series. As mentioned 
earlier, the twin-turbo 4.5 engine has 
remained un-modified. "I'm really 
happy with the V8 diesel," he says. 

"I only plan to fit a performance chip 
and exhaust to get the most out of 
it." Helping the engine breathe is a 
Safari snorkel, while there are plans 
in place to install a larger mandrel- 
bent exhaust in the near future. 

"I'm also planning to fit a 30 micron 
pre-filter to protect the common 



Coupled with the factory KDSS 
^systenrip a 40mm lift was all ^ 
Jamie needed to get the ride ^ 
and performance he was after 


CUSTOM TOYOTA LANDCRUISER 200 SERIES 



rail fuel system from water and 
contamination/' he adds. 

To gain a whopping 273L total 
fuel capacity, Jamie has fitted a 180L 
Long Ranger steel replacement tank. 
"I'm really impressed with the Long 
Ranger tanks," he says. "This is the 
third vehicle I've fitted one to, and 
you can't go past them for quality. 

My range is now a massive 2,100km 
when not towing, which means I 
can usually avoid expensive fuel in 
remote locations." 

The 6-speed auto transmission 
has been fitted with a Richards 
Torque Converter Lockup Kit, which 
automatically locks the torque 
converter as soon as you reach 
77km /h, or manually at any speed 
via a switch. "I'm extremely happy 
with the lockup kit," Jamie says. "In 
my opinion it's an essential mod for 
touring, especially when towing." 

The diffs have remained standard 
thus far, largely because Jamie is 
happy with the traction control 
system. "That being said. I'll probably 
add manual diff-locks in the future 
for better performance in sand and 
mud," he says. "I'm also planning to 


IT WAS CHEAPER TO BUY 8 
AFTERMARKET ALLOY RIMS 
THAN IT WAS TO BUY 3 EXTRA 
FACTORY RIMS FROM TOYOTA! 
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perform a front diff drop to reduce 
the angle of the front shafts, and save 
a few CVs in the future." 

Having been fitted with Toyota's 
optional KDSS suspension system, 
which optimally adjusts the front 
and rear stabilizers and allows for 
disengagement of the sway bars, 
Jamie found that fitting a 40mm 
Tough Dog suspension lift front and 
rear would offer sufficient clearance 
and performance off-road. "I'm 
very happy with the Tough Dog 
suspension," he says. "They offer 
fantastic travel at the rear, and the 
adjustable shocks allow variation 
depending on vehicle load and 
terrain. The front end does need 


replacement upper control arms 
to obtain correct wheel alignment, 
though." Additionally, Jamie plans 
on fitting helper airbags to the rear 
rather than heavier springs so the 
'Cruiser can cope with touring loads 
when required, but will not sit high 
and ride poorly when un-laden. 

When he went to upgrade the 
tyres and wheels for better off-road 
performance, Jamie was surprised 
to find that there are very few 
aftermarket wheels available for the 
200 Series, due to the weight ratings 
or offsets required. In the end, he 
went with 17x8in ROH Octagon alloys 
with a positive 47mm offset. "The 
Octagons have a high weight rating 


and provide a small (but legal) track 
increase," Jamie explains. "They also 
look good and are made in Australia. 
It was actually cheaper to buy eight 
of them (six for the 4WD, two for the 
camper) than it was to buy three extra 
factory rims from Toyota!" 

Fitted to the rims are a set of 
285/75R17 Mickey Thompson Baja 
ATZp3s. "I wanted a tyre that was 
better off-road than a typical all-terrain, 
but better on-road than a typical mud- 
terrain," Jamie says. "The P3s seemed 
to tick that box. I've had them on for 
10,000km and I'm very happy with 
them both on and off-road so far." 

For the all-important barwork, 
Jamie has gone with an ARB Deluxe 
winch bar on the front, and an 
Outback Accessories twin-wheel 
carrier rear bar. I'm more than happy 
with the barwork so far," he says. 

"I've had ARB bullbars for decades, 
and I don't think you can go past 
them. In the case of the rear bar, 

I chose Outback's due to their (in 
my opinion) superior wheel carrier 
design, which is easily removed and 
has a fantastic latching system." 

Fitted to the front bar is a WARN 
Tabor lOK winch, which is sure to 
get the big 200 Series out of any 
sticky situations, as well as a set of 
150W Fyrlyt spotties, which output a 
massive 5000 lumens each. 

In the cab, Jamie has fitted an 
Ultragauge combination trip computer 
and engine gauge. "It's extremely useful 
for keeping track of what the engine is 
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doing, as well as calculating the range 
and resetting any trouble codes." 

He's also thrown in GME TX3800 
80-channel UHF with a full remote- 
control mic and a 6.6dB gain aerial, an 
Iridium sat phone and an iPad fitted 
to a RAM-mount system that runs 
Mud Map 2 for off-road Navigation. 

"All in all. Pm happy with how 
Project 200 is progressing," Jamie 


says. "There's still a long way to 
go; in fact. I've got a list of gear 
longer than my arm that remains to 
be sourced and installed! But in the 
end, this 'Cruiser is really going to 
be my ultimate outback tourer - a 
comfortable daily drive, but still 
highly capable off-road. And one 
thing's for sure - I'm going to have a 
lot of fun continuing to build it!" ■ 



“MY RANGE IS NOW A MASSIVE 
2,100KM WHICH HELPS 
AVOID EXPENSIVE FUEL IN 
REMOTE LOCATIONS" 




RUNDOWN 


2012 Toyota 


VEHICLE 

LandCruiser 200 

Series GXL 

ENGINE 

4.5L Twin-turbo diesel 

V8 

TRANSMISSION 

6-speed auto 

SUSPENSION 

40mm Tough Dog 
suspension lift with 
Toyota KDSS system 

TYRES 

Mickey Thompson 
ATZp3s285/75R17 

WHEELS 

ROH Octagon 17x8in 
+47 offset 

OTHER GEAR 

ARB Winch bar, WARN 
Tabor 1 0K winch, 

Fyrlyt Spotlights, 
Trailblazer SOL fridge, 
Long Ranger 180L 
fuel tank, on-board air 
compressor with 

4L reservoir. 


FOLLOW 
THE BUILD! 

If you want to keep track of 
how Jamie's Project 200 is 
progressing, or you're looking for 
informative articles and videos on 
the accessories and installation 
techniques that Jamie's using, 
make sure you head over to 
www.project200.com.au! 
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Alloy Bull Bar Optional - from $2,000 
Alloy Wheels Optional - from $750 


Priced From 

^ 25,990 


Drive Away 


Priced From 


Purpose Alloy Tray 




PIK-UP 


malilndra 


Intercooled Turbo Diesel, (9.1 L/1 00km combined cycle*) 
Eaton Differential Lock & Cruise Control 
3 Year/1 00,000km Warranty with 3 Year Roadside Assist^ 




4xa 


Single 


Cab 




WWW. mahindraauto.com.au 


PKotographs may show overseas models or illustrate non-standard equipment. Single Cab 4x2 Pik-Up 
shows the Heavy Duty Alloy Tray fitted which is $500 additional over and above the $1 9,990 price 
with General Purpose Alloy Tray advertised. Please read your Mahindra operators manual 
carefully prior to operation. All prices are GST inclusive. * Vehicle tested in accordance 
with ADR81/02. Actual fuel consumption and C02 emission depend on factors 
such as traffic conditions, vehicle condition and how you drive. 

# Pricing valid until 31 st March 201 5 or while stocks last. 

See your dealer for details. DMM2604 


mahindra 

Rise 








NEW VEHICLE HEAD TO HEAD: 4WD VS AWD 



4WDVSAWD 

How much further does a transfer case and 
low range get you off-road . We grabbed a 
couole of new Land Rovers to find out 
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O n paper. Four Wheel Drive (4WD) and All Wheel Drive (AWD) 
vehicles can appear to be very similar, however there are vast 
differences in their capabilities. The main difference of course 
comes from the method in which power is transferred through the 
drivetrain and onto the ground. Here at Overlander we managed to 
get our hands on a couple of new Land Rover models which allowed us to test the 
real world, off-road differences between 4WD and AWD. 

Flying the flag for 4WDs we have a 2014 Land Rover Discovery 4, while we have 
the Land Rover Freelander 2 representing for the AWD team. Both are automatic, 
single-turbo diesels to ensure we have as much of a level playing field as possible 
with the single main difference being in the drivetrain. 


THE CENTRE DIFF AND LOW 
RANGE GEARBOX MEAN THAT 
A 4WD WILL GET YOU TO 
MANY PLACES THAT AN AWD 
SIMPLY WON'T 


4WD VS AWD 
- WHAT’S THE 
DIFFERENCE? 

Both 4WD and AWD vehicles send power to 
all four wheels at the same time; the differ- 
ence is how that power is transferred from 
the engine to the wheels. When a vehicle 
turns, the wheels on the outside of the turn 
travel at a different speed to those on the 
inside of the turn. This is due to the larger 
distance that the outside wheels need to 
travel compared to the inside wheels. 

4WD and AWD vehicles power all four 
wheels, aU the time, but allow for the driv- 
etrain speed variations by employing a centre 
differential or viscous coupling. The main 
difference between AWD and full-time 4WD 
is that the 4WD vehicle will have the option of 
locking the centre diff which means, in a nut- 
shell, that all four wheels are being powered at 
the same speed. AWD vehicles are also much 
less likely to have a low-range gearset in the 
transfer case, which is without a doubt a great 
disadvantage when you're off-road. 


WHAT'S WHAT? 

DIFFERENTIAL 

A mechanism that transfers torque 
and rotation from one input into two 
directions at two distinct or similar 
speeds. Used to direct torque from 
drive shafts to axles, also used in full- 
time 4WD or AWD vehicles to direct 
torque from the gearbox to the front 
and rear driveshafts. Diffs use gears 
and pinions to achieve the transfer. 



VISCOUS COUPLING 

Same purpose as a differential, but 
using a different mechanism. Rather 
than gears, viscous couplings use a 
viscous liquid to allow variations in 
output torque and rotation. 

TRANSFER CASE 

In an AWD vehicle the transfer case 
houses the center differential and 
constantly transfers power from 
the gearbox to the front and rear 
driveshafts, in a full-time 4WD the 
transfer case also houses the low 
range gear set. In a part-time 4WD 
the transfer case houses the low 
range gear set and allows the driver 
to engage the front drive shaft, 
changing the vehicle from two, to four 
wheel drive. 
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steep tracks weren't an 
issue for either Land 
Rover, but the Disco felt 
more at home 


RUGGED TERRAIN 

The ability to lock into 4WD gave the Discovery 
a distinct advantage over the Freelander. With 
the centre differential locked and all the wheels 
consistently powering forward at the same rate, 
it had much less trouble with rutted sections of 
track, undulating surfaces and mud. Because the 
Freelander's AWD system allows variations in 
drive speed, traction is lost as the power follows 
the path of least resistance - in this case the wheel 
with the least traction. Land Rover's traction 
control system went a long way to rninirnise the 
effects, but it was no match for the 4WD system 
and low range gearing in the Discovery, which 
allowed us to crawl over the obstacles with ease. 

SAND 

On firm packed sand the Freelander is easily on 
par with the Discovery; if s lugging less weight 
and drove along beautifully. It wasn't until we 
found some soft dunes that the AWD system 
struggled. Again it is a case of not having a lock- 
able centre differential which means that power 
is not being equally distributed to the wheels. 
This wasn't ideal as the Freelander tended to get 
bogged down in the soft sand and would spin 
wheels rather than clawing its way out. 



The Freelander handles v 
graded dirt roads with ease 
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WATER 
AND MUD 


The Freelander didn't have the clear- 
ance and ride height of the Discovery 
meaning that it wasn't able to tackle 
mud and water crossings to the same 
depth. But it had no trouble with the 
water we put it through. If the water 
was flowing faster, or the bottom of 
the water way was more uneven or 
slippery, then the Discovery would 
offer much more grip, thanks to the 
4WD system, and therefore be less 
likely to encounter trouble. 














STEEP HILLS 

Land Rover's excellent descent 
control made even the steepest hills 
a breeze to head down and we had 
absolutely no issues with the either 
vehicle's performance in this regard. 
Similarly on steep uphill sections 
both the Disco and the Freelander 
were impressive. The torque of 
the turbo diesels, paired with the 
automatic transmission made short 
work of all the steep hills we tackled. 
It was possible to briefly spin one 
or two of the Freelander's wheels 
on steep inclines, but so long as we 
didn't lift wheels it managed to put 
down most of its power. Low range 
in a 4WD also offered much more 
control on both slow descents and 
technical ascents, meaning we didn't 
need to work as hard to overcome 
the challenge. 
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POINTS OF DIFFERENCE 


Discounting the main difference between an AWD and 4WD vehicle, there are 
several other factors which might help you determine what suits your needs. The 
first is, of course, price. 4WD vehicles are significantly more expensive to purchase 
than their AWD counterparts. In our case there was around a $20,000 difference 
between the Freelander 2 and the Discovery 4. 4WDs are usually larger and heavier 
than AWD vehicles and that also contributes to higher running costs. Fuel economy 
should be better in an AWD and we definitely noticed the difference between the 
Land Rovers. The Freelander was about 4-5L/ 100km better than the Disco over the 
course of the testing period. ■ 


THE VERDICT 

We have to get behind the Discovery 
and champion the merits of a 
4WD system over an AWD one. 

Most of our driving demonstrated 
the benefits of the Locking centre 
differential and even in cases 
where we didn't 100% need it, it 
still showed why it is a superior 
system for difficult off-roading. If 
we planned to tackle soft sand we'd 
choose the Discovery, similarly if 
we hitting an off-road track that had 
the potential for lifting wheels the 
Discovery would be our pick. 

It very much comes down to 
what you want to achieve with your 
vehicle. If you are after something 
that can hold its own on dirt tracks, 
hard packed beaches or on well 
driven fire trails then an AWD vehicle 
is likely to impress you and not leave 
you wanting. However, if you plan to 
get out there a bit more often, and 
discover those places that are just 
out of reach of an AWD, then a 4WD 
is what you're after. The lockable 
centre diff, low range gearbox and 
increased ground clearance mean 
that a 4WD will get you to many 
places that an AWD won't. 


Jhedr/Ve(/n, 






















DARCHE HI-VIEWj 
PERFORMANCE'S 
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Light weight alloy base 


A robust built unit, the Hi-View 2 roof 
top tent has been thoroughly tested 
in some of Australia’s harshest 
touring conditions. Constructed using 
a 260gsm proofed ripstop canvas, 
the Hi-View 2 is feature packed and 
ensures hassle free touring. 

* Eclipse Side Awning sold separately. 


VIEW SPECS 










Th^ Goo^-ic® by WAECO tigkis all bo»^ for ma-, 
ft'U ke€p ths txilclLBt out wIitMi VfT\ 4WDing and also keeps 

be soid for five days on extended Fishing 

twgh enoLigh to stand on, use as a seat and taka aii ti^e 
punishment I can cfeh out on the wafter and off road, 
that's why i wot/dn't use anything else. 


Bh&un Whale, RM>l3her-^WD Actkxi, 
AGiton + AdytMThjmand Fishing. 


Tm WAECO Cool-iee ioeiix^ range oomee in eight differe#tt si^ee 
sothereis a waeGO Cooi-be ioebox to suite your every need 

Thick Fx^fyurethanerefrlgeratjon grade foam insiJatbn 
Strong, erg<xionnb polyethylene iwbies 
-I* Integrate lie dO^Arti points 

ABS latches with stalniBSs steel fixing screws 
Caijecityrangefrorn 13 to 111 litres 
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Get ttie most out of your fridge * Vfew a rar^o of aocassories, handy tips, RAQ, letalter search and more: 
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www.waeco.com.au/cfx 
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' With immaculate campsites 
and tough tracks including the 
challenging Jeffrey’s Track, lassie’s 
south proves there’s no shortage of 
V adventure on the apple isle ^ 


WORDS AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY GEOFF MARTIN 
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W ithout a doubt Tasma- 
nia has some amazing 
scenery, camping and 
4WDing and should 
be on everyone's 

bucket list to experience. When discussing 
Tasmania around the campfire the iconic 
destinations such as the west coast im- 
mediately rate a big mention for the avid 
4WDer, but there are some brilliant tracks 
and camping in the southern and central 
region not far from Hobart. 

This trip begins at Huonville which 
is less than an hour's drive south from 
Hobart on the A6 and Huon Highway. 
Huonville is the best place to stock 
up with supplies and offers a range of 
supermarkets and fuel outlets. From 
Huonville the Huon Valley stretches 
inland and here the river is narrower 
and winds through rural country around 
the towns of Glen Huon and Judbury. 
The surrounding hills are covered in 


thick forests that stretch all the way to 
the West coast of Tasmania. 

The first Europeans to arrive in the Huon 
did so in 1792 when Frenchman Admiral 
Bruni D'Entrecasteaux explored and named 
the area after his second in command, Huon 
de Kemadec. The first European settlers 
arrived in 1840 and began the apple grow- 
ing industry that was to dominate the area 
until its steady decline since the 1950's. The 
entry of England into the European Com- 
mon Market doomed the much of the apple 
industry as it was, though today it is coming 
back for extra high quality fruit. Apples, 
pears, cherries and fish farming are the main 
Huon VaUey primary products. 

From Huonville there are a couple of 
options for the next stretch, which are 
basically to follow the Huon River to the 
east on the North or South side of the 
river. For our trip, we took the North 
Huon Road (obviously on the North 
Side!) eastwards through the picturesque 


This trek starts from HuonviUe 
just 40km south from Hobart and 
traverses some fantastic country 
along the Huon VaUey and then 
through the Wellington Ranges to 
the Derwent Valley and New Norfolk. 


CAMPING 


RIVERS EDGE WILDERNESS CAMPING 

1322 Lonnavale Rd, 

Lonnavale, TAS 7109 
Ph:0439 760 007 

W: www.riversedgecamping.com.au 


WHAT TO TAKE 


Take sufficient food and drinking 
water for the planned duration of 
your trip. Basic equipment spares 
and recovery equipment should 
also be carried. In the wet you will 
need recovery equipment. There is 
generally solid mobile phone coverage 
available but it is still a smart idea to 
carry alternative communication such 
as a satellite phone. 


SUPPLIES AND 
FACILITIES 


I Huonville is a major centre with a 
I choice of supermarkets, fuel outlets, 
I and vehicle service centres. New 
I Norfolk also has all major facilities. 









RIVERS- EDGE IS AN INCREDIBLE 
CAMPSITE AND BASE TO EXPLORE THE 
FANTASTIC 4WD TRACKS IN THE AREA 


Great sunset across 
Meadowbank Lake 


Huon Valley passing lush farmland and 
plantation forests. Continue through the 
small town of Judbury where the road 
name changes to Lonnavale Road still 
continuing eastwards. Leaving the bitu- 
men behind the road leaves the Huon 
River and heads north-east following the 
Russell River to the fabulous Rivers- 
Edge Campground. 

Rivers-Edge Wilderness Camping is 
located alongside the Russell River with 
plenty of flat spacious sites to choose from. 
There are even a few powered sites if you 
need 240V power. There is a fantastic com- 
munal shelter with a kitchen and lounge 
area around a large wood heater. If s obvi- 
ous from this place that it gets more than a 
bit cold at times here! 


Rivers-Edge is also renowned for its 
fantastic trout fishing, so make sure you 
pack your rod and lures. There's wood 
available to buy for the essential campfire, 
flush toilets, hot showers, and some pristine 
swimming holes if the weather is warm 
enough for a dip. If s the perfect place to 
spend a few days to just relax and unwind, 
before tackling the terrific 4WD tracks in 
the area. If s even pet friendly, so man's best 
friend can come along as well. There is a 
walking track along the Russell River and if 
you're lucky you may even spot one of the 
elusive platypuses that frequent the area. 

The Rivers-Edge camp site is only 
a short drive from Hartz Mountains 
National Park where you can take short 
strolls out to the glacial lakes in the area. 


or try the more challenging walks up to 
the highest peak of Hartz mountain (1255 
m). The best route to Hartz from Rivers- 
Edge is to head back to Judbury and cross 
the Huon River, then take Bermuda and 
Ligerwood Roads to Arve Road and turn 
right. Further along Arve Road take the 
Hartz Road to the National Park. 

Another attraction in the area is the 
Tahune Air Walk where you can walk 
through the three-storey high canopy of 
a Tasmanian forest to the end where you 
stand 48m above the ground and can 
view the majestic meeting of the Huon 
and Picton rivers. The Tahune forest 
also has a variety of walks of varying 
difficulties, the most popular being the 
Huon Pine Track where you can walk 
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TRIP STANDARD 



amongst 2000 year-old giant Huon 
Pines. From Rivers-Edge Campground 
the best way to get to the Air Walk is via 
Bermuda Road which heads south from 
Judbury, then take Bracken Ridge 4WD 
track and Edwards Road. 

Looking for a little more excitement? 
Maybe a jet boat ride up the up the Huon 
River is on the cards! Back at Huonville the 
Huon River Jet Boats operate regular trip 
along the Huon River. Eeel the adrenalin 
surge as the jet boat quickly accelerates to 
speeds of up to 80kph. You'll whip along 
the riverbank, weaving in and out of the 
forest canopy that overhangs the river, 
dodge around trees and rocks in the river, 
bounce through white water and fly into 
full 360° spins. 

Rivers-Edge is an incredible place to 
camp and use as a base to explore the 
fantastic 4WD tracks in the area. If you 
haven't already explored the 4WD tracks 
to the north it's well worth following the 


White Timber Trail and Jeffery's Track to 
New Norfolk when it's time to continue 
the journey. 

White Timber Trail commences from 
Judbury which is only 10km back down the 
Lonnavale Road from Rivers-Edge. Turn left 
and foUow Judds Creek Road to the north. 
The first part of this road is weU maintained 
as it is used as access for forestry operations, 
but it's not long until the road comes to an 
abrupt end at a log loading area and the 
4WDriving starts! Time to air down, lock in 
the hubs, and engage the air locker to tackle 
the first challenge - a steep rocky climb into 
up into the forest. 

The trail continues climbing steeply 
through the Stringybark forest then unex- 
pectedly terminates onto a new forestry 
road. Turning right into this road and now 
heading west, the road quickly peters out 
and becomes a rough 4WD track again, with 
several muddy bog holes to negotiate along 
with plenty of rocky sections as well. Take 


Trip rating A through to E grade, with E 
meaning a 2WD could do the trip, and 
A requiring a lift. Lockers, a winch and 
aggressive tyres to complete. The start 
of this trip to Rivers-Edge Campground 
is mostly on bitumen and graded 
gravel roads, rating E. The next section 
through the Wellington Ranges on 
White Timber Trail and Jefferys Track 
converse steep rocky terrain with plenty 
of mud sections. In the dry this is rated 
C, in the wet rating A. 


FUEL 


I HUONVILLE 

I 168.9c/l Diesel 
I 160.9c/l Unleaded 


ROAD 

CONDITIONS 


I The road conditions were generally 
I very good due to recent dry weather, 
I but several boggy sections were still 
I encountered on the tracks. 


care and check the depth of the larger bog 
holes as there are often hidden obstacles 
lurking just below the surface, and the track 
condition varies greatly depending recent 
weather conditions. In the dry it wiU be chal- 
lenging but fairly straight-forward, however 
heavy rain wiU mean a difficult slog with 
the winch likely to get a work-out. 

White Timber Trail and the nearby White 
Timber Mountain get its name from the 
colour of the timber logged here during the 
early part of the last century. These stands 
of Gum-topped Stringybark (Eucalyptus 
delegatensis) have a light coloured wood 
and were widely available in those times. 

White Timber Trail eventually terminates 
into Jeffery's Track, turn left heading north. 
Jeffery's Track has been in existence since 
the early 1800's when it was used as a link 
between the Derwent and Huon Valleys. 

The track was named after Molesworth 
Jeffery who was a landowner near Lachlan, 
and he controlled access to the valley for 
many years. 

Not long into Jeffery's Track there is right 
turn into East West Trail. A gate blocks this 
track (and other tracks in the Wellington 
Range) but access can be obtained by obtain- 
ing a permit from the Glenorchy Parks & 
Wildlife Service. This is well worth the time 
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TRAVEL WELLINGTON RANGES. TA5 


BUDGET 

ATTRACTIONS 


Rivers-Edge is a great place to chill out 
and just take in the fabulous scenery 
and local wildlife. With the Russell and 
Huon Rivers there is great trout fishing 
on offer, photography opportunities 
abound, swimming in the warmer 
weather, and plenty of 4WD tracks to 
choose from. There are also a number 
of fantastic walking tracks to investigate 
if feeling energetic. 

TIME OF TRIP: 

March 

and effort to arrange with spectacular views 
to be had on a clear day, but be aware that 
tracks may be closed in poor weather condi- 
tions and the key must be promptly returned 
to the Glenorchy Office. 

Jeffrey's Track continues along the ridge 
through Pine Plantation country, with 
several wild looking tracks heading into 
the forest. Most of these tracks don't appear 
on maps and look to be old logging tracks. 
Further along the Lachlan River appears on 
the left, way down a steep gully The track 
now drops steeply, and track conditions 
deteriorate rapidly as well. There is one sec- 
tion with huge ruts that will require a spotter 
outside the vehicle to help negotiate; careful 
wheel placement and reasonable vehicle flex 
will see you through. In wet conditions this 



TASMANIA IS TRULY A 
4WD HEAVEN WITH A 
HUGE ARRAY OF TRACKS 
ONLY A SHORT DISTANCE 
FROM MAJOR CENTRES 








TRAVEL WELLINGTON RANGES. TA5 


clay based section will be extremely dif- 
ficult and you won't be able to avoid the 
ruts, so vehicle clearance will become very 
important and recovery equipment will 
most likely be needed. 

After dropping over 500m from the top 
of Jeffrey's Track to the bottom, the track 
terminates into Lachlan Road and the loca- 
tion of Lachlan. Now is a good time to pump 
the tyres back up to normal and unlock 
the hubs. This is now the Derwent Valley; 
continue on the Lachlan Road alongside the 
Lachlan River through Brookside and into 
New Norfolk. 

From New Norfolk there are several op- 
tions depending on your time available and 
inclination. A cracking option is to continue 
along the Glenora Road on the south side of 
the Derwent River through to Bushy Park 


and Glenora, then through to National Park 
and the spectacular Russell Falls followed by 
the raft of 4WD tracks and camping oppor- 
tunities in the Mt Field National Park. From 
here you can also continue further down to 
Lake Gordon and Lake Pedder. 

Tasmania is truly a 4WD heaven with a 
fantastic array of tracks only a short distance 
from major centres. The Wellington Ranges 
boast tracks from mild to absolutely wild, 
and with Rivers-Edge Camp ground as your 
base you can't go wrong. Tasmanian locals 
certainly have it all, and for the rest of us 
from the 'big island' we just have to make the 
effort to visit this fantastic place and experi- 
ence it for ourselves. Book your ferry passage 
now and make sure the Wellington Ranges 
are included on your Tasmanian itinerary, 
you will not be disappointed. ■ 



THE WELLINGTON RANGES BOASTS TRACKS 
THAT ARE SURE TO GIVE YOUR 4WDA WORKOUT 



RESTRICTIONS 
AND PERMITS 


None required, except for some 
tracks in the Wellington Ranges 
where a permit and key is needed 
from the Glenorchy Parks & Wildlife 
Service Office. 



MAPS AND GUIDES 


Tasmania by Hema 


CONTACTS 
& INFORMATION 


TASMANIAN PARKS AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 

Ph: 1300 135 513 
W: www.parks.tas.gov.au 

GLENORCHY OFFICE 

(Permit for Wellington Ranges) 

124ToLosa Street 
Glenorchy 

Ph:(03) 6233 6560 (BH) 

FORESTRYTASMANIA 

Phone 1300 FOREST 
W: www.forestrytas.com.au 
For track closures visit: 
www.forestrytas.com.au/visiting/road-cLosures 
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The exciting new Aria 1 and Aria 2 air poie tents are available now. These tents do not have the 
traditional fibreglass or steel poles but have new air poles that you pump up. Quick and easy to set up 
but very stable, these are the tents of the future. 




Tents 
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Swags Furniture 




www.outdoorconnection.com.au 
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AUSTRALIAS LARGEST 4WD TRAINING PROVIDER 
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BEST OF BOTH 

WORLDS 

Coming from a rich histgry of 
is the new Cherokee diesel a/'9r> that Jeep is 
going soft, or is it a casG of having it a . 


WORDS BY TRAVIS ANNABEL, PHOTOS BY WES WHITWORTH 
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T here's plenty of talk out 
there about the future of 
4WDing. Many off-road 
purists will tell you that as 
solid axle trucks become less 
common and modern electronic off-road 
systems and driver aids more prevalent, 
4WDing is dead. The thing is, it's very 
easy to be caught up in the hype and 
hysteria and agree with them. 

When we first got our hands 
on the latest addition to the Jeep 


Cherokee range, the Limited Diesel, 

I'll put my hand up and admit that my 
preconceptions got the better of me. 
"There's no way this thing's going to 
get anything done on the tracks," I was 
thinking to myself as I drove it away 
from the dealer. "It feels too low to the 
ground, and drives too much like a car." 

The thing is, I wasn't wrong about 
how the Cherokee drove on the road. But 
I certainly was when it came to how it 
drove off-road. 


The thing about Jeep, as any owner 
will be quick to tell you, is that they 
are the original 4WD, and have been 
since 1941 (as the badging emblazoned 
on the steering wheel states). And 
while they've certainly built the 
Cherokee to keep up with the current 
trends on the new vehicle market, they 
haven't forgotten their own history 
of off-road capability that got them 
where they are today. 



Even a soft based 
mud hole didn't cause 
the Cherokee any - 
concern - except for 
its numberplate! 
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ON THE ROAD 

As soon as you hop in the driver's seat of the 
Cherokee, you could be forgiven for thinking that 
you're behind the wheel of a sedan or hatchback 
specifically built for city driving. It feels very low 
to the ground for a 4WD, and has all the electronic 
beUs and whistles that you'd expect from something 
that only ever gets driven in the urban jungle. With a 
start-stop function, lane assist, blind spot warnings, 
adaptive cruise control and a whole list of other 
functions, if s clear that the Cherokee is right at home 
on the city streets. 

The 2.0L turbo-diesel is surprisingly zippy, 
outputting 125kW of power and 350Nm of torque. 

If s highly fuel efficient which is largely attributed to 
both the engine and the start-stop function, and can 
manage as low as 5.8L/ 100km. 

One of the things we immediately noticed was 
the lack of any turbo lag or delay in acceleration. 
The engine responded immediately to the 
accelerator, and the power was instantly there - 
there was no jolt as the power kicked in, like in so 
many other modem turbo-diesels. 



THE CHEROKEE DIESEL IS A 
COMFORTABLEp ECONOMICAU CAR-LIKE 
4WD THAT HAS A SURPRISE IN STORE FOR 
WHEN YOU HIT THE TRACKS 


OFF-ROAD 

Okay, so we've established that the Cherokee diesel is rather nice on the road, but what 
about where it matters - on the tracks? The honest tmth is, that we weren't expecting 
much - and the reality was that the capability of the Cherokee diesel astounded us. 

We subjected it to a number of terrains, along tracks that many people would choose 
not to take their own, modified 4WDs. The first terrain we encountered was a small, 
mgged hill climb, made up of rock steps and wombat holes. It was our expectation that 
we'd drive it a third of the way up, and reverse out when it couldn't go any further. The 
thing was, the Cherokee made it all the way to the top! 

The traction control worked superbly, and did not let up whenever a wheel was in the 
air, or one wheel was losing traction. Additionally, the low-range gearing (available in the 
diesel model, but not all petrol models) went a long way to ensuring the Cherokee simply 
crawled at a comfortable rate up the mgged terrain. 

The next bit of tough terrain we encountered was a vehicle-swallowing mt that ran 
parallel with the track. Again, the Cherokee surprised us, and the traction control and low- 
range gearing meant that it crawled through the mt without issue. 

Finally, we decided to throw it through a bit of mud. Like it had the other various 
terrains we'd been through, the Cherokee handled it easily, and about the only thing we 
could fault with it was the numberplate that got ripped off and ended up in the bottom of 
the mud pit (guess who got to wading!). 

While we didn't get put the Cherokee through its paces in the sand, we'd speculate that 
it would handle it well, with the smoothness of the gearbox and the lack of any throttle 
delay working in its favour. 



NEW VEHICLE CHEROKEE LIMITED DIESEL 


THE VERDICT 

Am I one of the off-road purists I mentioned earlier who thinks that 4WDing as we know 
it is dead? Maybe. To be perfectly honest, I found many of the electronic driver aids such 
as lane assist and the start-stop feature a bit frustrating, but the fact is these features are 
simply a fact of modem motor vehicles, and are not something that is exclusive to the 
Cherokee, or to Jeep as a whole. 

When all is said and done, the Jeep Cherokee diesel is a comfortable, economical car-like 
4WD that has a surprise in store for you when you decide to take it on the rough stuff. 

If s definitive proof that while Jeep are adapting to the new vehicle market, they haven't 
forgotten their own history. ■ 



RUNDOWN 

JEEP CHEROKEE 
LIMITED DIESEL 


ENGINE 

2.0LI-4 turbo-diesel 

POWER 

125kW 

TORQUE 

350Nm 

GEARBOX 

9-speed auto 

4WD ACTIVATION 

Jeep Active Drive II 
(Incl. low-range) 

DRIVER AIDS 

All speed traction control, 
anti-lock disc brakes, 
brake stability control, 
electronic roll mitigation, 
hill start assist, reverse 
camera, tyre pressure 
monitoring system, Selec- 
terrain system, park 
assist, stop/start, trailer 
sway damping 


THE LOW-RANGE GEARING WENT A LONG 
WAY TO ENSURING THE CHEROKEE SIMPLY 
CRAWLED UP THE RUGGED TERRAIN 



The low-range gear set - 
in the Jeep Active Drive 
II 4WD system saw the 
Cherokee crawl through T 
this rut with ease 
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Our 3” Mandrel Bent Systems increases exhaust gas flow 
resulting in increased low to mid range torque. 

This gives faster throttie responses and improves fuei economy. 

3” Performance Dump Pipe & Exhaust made on 
our CNC mandrel bender 

Kits Include gaskets, nuts & bolts 
and fitment instructions. 

All exhausts are made in our 
workshop at West Ipswich 

Exhaust and Chip Packages 
delivered from just $2050 


3 HOOPER STREET, WEST IPSWICH, QL0,4305 

( 07)38120266 

:SILES«SCOITSIODS.CIM.H 

Available for most 4x4 models, phone or email us for more details 
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Think about it? 

If fuel can get through a filter- so will water... 

Filters can’t stop water! 


Are you worried about fuel contamination damage to your Common Rail Diesel? 



LIFE 
TIME 

WARRANTY 


NO 

maintenance 


Built tough 
tor Australian 
conditions 


Audio Visual Alarm 

Diesel Water Detection system that 
really works on all diesel fuel systems 


Why is Water Watch different? 


• Patented diffuser system separates & removes water and 
other contaminants from your diesel into the holding bowl. 


• Fit and forget, Water Watch will monitor your fuel and 
doesn’t require any servicing or replacement of parts. 
Bracket kits available to suit your vehicle. 


• An audible and visible warning system lets you know 
if there’s any water in your fuel supply so that you can 
remove the contaminated fuel before it does any damage. 

• Water Watch doesn’t use filters, so there is no restriction 
to fuel flow or fuel pressure, so there’s no loss of power or 
performance. 


PROTECT THE POWER, PERFORMANCE AND RELIABILITY OF YOUR DIESEL FUEL SYSTEM 



MJStftAUAH hwbt 


Responsive Engineering Austraiia 

Tel (02) 6280 4334 Fax:(02) 6280 0179 
Email: responsiveengineering@bigpond.com 



www.waterindiesei.com.au 

Don’t wait until you have a repair bill due to contaminated fuel 







working okay 
reasons why 


cooling system is 
the lesser known 
your engine overr 

WORDSeVTOVrSAKKABEI-PHOTOBYOVERU 


Think your 
Here are 


' i 1 

■ - 1 




1 


' - 








f s the worst feeling in the world. 
You're driving along a track, 
eagerly awaiting that coldie around 
the camp fire, when your engine 
temps begin to sky-rocket. Steam 
begins to pour from your engine bay, the 
needle on the heat gauge is pressed so far 
to the right it's ready to snap, and you can 
feel the power beginning to drain from 
the engine. Yep, she's overheated. 


Sure, there's not a model of 4WD out 
there that hasn't overheated at some point, 
but there are definitely some that are more 
common offenders than others. 

Failure to systems such as your radiator 
or any one of the oil-based systems is 
the most common cause of over-heating. 
There are, however, a whole host of just 
as common, yet lesser known causes of 
overheating that are worth covering. 


To find out once and for all, we 
caught up with Ryan Hagedorn 
from PWR Performance Products, 
who lives and breathes 4WD cooling 
systems. Also providing his years of 
experience in the 4WD industry is 
Chris Hole from Superior Offroad, 
who's given us his expert tips to 
help you keep your engine running 
at the right temp. 



'1'VESEENAHILUX 
WITH 50% LESS 
AIRFLOW DUE TO 
A POORLY PLACED 
NUMBER PLATE" 



TECH TIP - 
FAN SHROUDS 

The fan shroud is a key 
component in keeping engine 
temperatures in check. It 
assists the fan in funnelling and 
concentrating cool air through the 
radiator. 

If your shroud is broken, 
missing chunks, even has a small 
crack or split, then the fan's 
effectiveness is greatly reduced. 




WHYY0UR4WD 

OVERHEATS 


The function of your cooling 
system is to regulate and provide 
a safe operating temperature. 
The largest component in 
your cooling system is your 
radiator, which is responsible 
for dispersing heat generated 
by the engine. The water pump 
sends coolant through galleries 
surrounding the combustion 
chamber, absorbing heat and 
carrying it through a maze of 
hoses to the radiator. As the 
heated coolant flows through the 
radiator fins, the fan pushes air 
through the radiator, reducing 
the heat collected by the coolant. 

So what if you're certain that 
everything within your cooling 
system is running perfectly, 
and your engine still overheats? 
There are a number of reasons 
this may happen. 
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TECH MAKE YOUR 4WD RUN COOLER 


ALTERNATIVE CAUSES OF OVERHEATING 

So you’re 100% sure that your cooling systenns are working efficiently, but 
every time you give it a bit of right foot you’re still seeing the dreaded rising 
needle on the temp gauge. So what are the causes? 

UPGRADES 


''Airflow is one of the most important aspects of engine cooling," Ryan 
Hagedom from PWR says. "Installing things such as bullbars, winches 
or driving lights can impede the amount of air getting into your engine 
bay, which will instantly affect your cooling systems efficiency." 

The same works for exiting air. "Bash plates are notorious for 
preventing air from flowing out of the engine bay," Ryan says. "With 
bash plates installed, all the heated air in your engine bay has nowhere 
to go, so there's no room for cool air to be drawn in." 

What about electric thermo fans? Are they really more effective 
than a factory viscous fan? ''4WD manufactures put a lot of time 
into developing efficient systems, and every model 4WD has a 
radiator fan that has been developed to suit specifically that model," 
Ryan says. "A thermo fan is often less efficient than a factory fan, 
simply because it's not optimised to any one model." While thermo 
fans are an efficient way to supplement your radiator fan, they 
shouldn't be used as a replacement. 

Engine tuning is also a common cause of an overheating engine. 
"Part of the problem is that a lot of people don't educate themselves 
when it comes to engine tuning," Ryan says. "Things such as power 
chips give you a pretty big power increase, but often these increases 
are because they are essentially injecting more fuel into the engine. 

That makes for higher combustion levels, which of course leads to 
more heat output." IT s important that your engine is tuned by a diesel 
specialist on a dyno while hooked up to an exhaust gas analyser. 


MAINTAINENCE AND SERVICING 

which means your engine is working much harder, and in turn 
operating at higher temps." The same also applies to brake drums 
that fUl with mud which will cause the brakes to lock or drag 
causing a rise in engine temps. 

A blocked air-filter wiU lead to the air/ fuel mixture running 
too rich. This means that the energy that is created when the fuel 
mixture combusts wiU produce a greater amount of heat. "It's 
always wise to tap out your air-filter after every trip," Ryan says. 

Additionally, when you're servicing your engine, check the 
condition of the viscous coupling that drives the fan. "Even 
though the fan may be turning, a malfunctioning coupling can 
make it turn at the incorrect RPM," Ryan says. "This can actually 
impede the air flow through the radiator." 

Mud and other outside influences can also affect other systems 
as well. "Often, mud and grass seeds wiU get sucked into the 
engine bay, and will clog components such as your radiator." 
Ryan says always make sure that when you're completing a post- 
trip inspection that all systems are checked for clogging. 
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Another system that can cause overheating by adding more strain 
to the engine is your brakes. In a drum brake, when the brake shoes 
contact the drum they have a tendency to be pulled further into the 
drum as it rotates. This has the effect of forcing the shoes into the drum 
with more pressure. The shoes must be pulled away from the drum in 
order for the brakes to be released. "An over-adjusted brake shoe is in 
principal, very similar to the strain that is added to your 4WD when 
you drive on soft sand," Ryan says. "It causes increased resistance 









WHICH 

RADIATOR? 


Factory fitted radiators will often 
feature plastic components. The 
reason for this is simple - it 
keeps the price of a new vehicle 
as low as possible, while serving 
the specific needs of the vehicle 
in its stock-standard form. Most 
4WDers will modify their truck 
in one way or another. The result 
of modifying your engine for more 
power is additional heat. The same 
applies to adding a winch and 
bullbar to the front of your 4WD. 
This is where the factory radiators 
often become insufficient. 

Aftermarket copper and 
aluminium radiators provide 
your engine with improved 
cooling. But what is better, 
copper or aluminium? 

Copper transfers heat better 
than aluminium does, and 
it's also easier to repair than 
aluminium in most situations. 
Aluminium, however, is 
generally 30% to 40% lighter 
than copper. Aluminium 
radiators also offer a larger 
variety of tube sizes, which 
allows them to have more 
surface area in contact with the air 
fin, meaning greater heat transfer. 

Neither material is resistant to 
corrosion however, which means 
just like a factory radiator, they 
must both be maintained properly 
for optimal performance. 




TECH MAKE YOUR 4WD RUN COOLER 


LESSER KNOWN FIXES 

There are any number of modifications and tricks that will fix 
overheating engines, and some of them are surprisingly simple. 
Chris from Superior Offroad shares his experiences when it comes 
to ways to keep your engine running at the right temp. 


SERVICING 


''Firstly, keeping your cooling system maintained should be your number one priority," 
Chris from Superior Offroad 4WD says. "Flush your radiator at regular servicing intervals, 
but don't just stick the hose in the top and run a few litres of water through. Make sure you 
reverse flush it to get all of the accumulated debris out of there." A good tip for flushing 
your radiator is to use a hose sock when flushing it to catch any debris. This ensures that any 
muck or foreign objects that are flushed out won't end up lodged further down the line. 

Prevention is better than a cure, and one way to prevent overheating is by checking 
for mud, bug and other debris building up in the cooling fins of the air condenser and 
the radiator. "A lot of people overlook the AC condenser," Chris says. "It's in front of 
the radiator and is a major cause of overheating as it prevents airflow. It also causes 
heat to bounce between the radiator and condenser which prevents the fan from 
drawing cool air through." 


CONSIDERING AIRFLOW 

Modifications within the engine bay can be a huge cause of overheating as 
well. "Make sure you take into account the effect that installing things like a 
dual battery system will have on the airflow inside the engine bay," Chris says. 
"A lot of people don't realise how important maintaining the correct airflow 
within the engine bay is to expelling the heat that the engine generates." 

Sometimes, improving your 4WD's airflow and cooling ability is a 
simple matter of moving things around, whether that be driving lights or 
something else entirely. "I've seen a HiLux with 50% less airflow due to a 
poorly placed number plate," Chris tells us. ■ 




When servicing your 
radiator, make sure you 
reverse flush it to ensure 
you get all of the built-up 
debris out of the system^ 


DRIVING TIP 

Most 4WDers know this already, 
but here's a trick to helping 
cool an overheating engine. 

Stop where you can, place your 
transmission in neutral with 
the engine running and set the 
heater on high fan. The heat 
being vented through your 
cabin heater will help remove 
overheated air from the engine 
bay, and will allow you to get 
your 4WD to somewhere you can 
take a better look at it. 



CONTACT 


SUPERIOR OFF-ROAD 

P: (02)9757 1405 

W: www.superioroffroad4wd.com.au 

PWR PERFORMANCE PRODUCTS 

P:(07) 5547 1600 
W: www.pwr.com.au 
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Behind you all the way! 

Milford: 

Australia’s premium range of Cargo Barriers, 
Towbars & Wiring Harness Kits. 



Cargos BaTTier Cab^Gard" 


- J 


A Milford Cargo Barrier 
protects occupants of a 
vehicle fronn heavy loads 
when braking in an 
emergency or in the event 
of an accident or roll over. 
As a result, Milford Cargo 
Barriers are an essential 
safety item for all vehicles 
whether used for fleet, 
family or travelling off road. 


Tow^BaTS 


TowbaT^WiTing 



The Milford CabCard® Cargo 
Barrier offers a completely 
new dimension in occupant 
protection and professional 
load management for 
utes and pickups. Tested 
and rated to A54034 and 
designed to withstand the 
toughest conditions, the 
CabCard® Cargo Barrier is a 
must-have when it comes 
to providing vital occupant 
protection for all popular 
utility vehicles. 


Milford Towbars provide 
proven safety, rugged 
performance, good looks 
and the maximum level 
of competitive value. 
Designed, tested and 
manufactured in Australia 
to suit the most extreme 
towing requirements, 
Milford Towbars provide 
serious pulling power. 


Milford ECS Towbar Wiring 
Harness kits are the simplest, 
most convenient and complete 
towbar wiring system on the 
market. Developed in harmony 
with your vehicles electronic 
system and designed to 
augment pre-existing vehicle 
functions, Milford ECS Trailer 
Wiring Harness kits provide the 
maximum level of protection 
and safety. 


Further information & availability 

WMMm 


Quality Automotive 


>014001 ISO 9001 TS16 


1800 683 577 milford-auto.com 

4 4 4 4 4 



*conditions apply. See website for details. Backed by OUT Nationwide Technical Assistance and Lifetime Replacement Warranty* 
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PRODUCT PROFILE PRO-AXLE WHEEL ALIGNMENT AND AXLE CORRECTION 


TRUST THE PROS 

The axle correction and wheel alignment specialists 
at Pro-Axle can help you get more out of your 4WD 
experience than you ever imagined 




An axle checkcanhel^^sur^hat^^^^m 
prevent costly damage further down the track' 






m 
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A S experts in heavy-duty axle 
correction and super-accurate 
laser wheel alignments, the 
elite team at Pro- Axle have 
enjoyed a solid reputation as 
"top guns" in the industry for more than 30 years 
- and every bit of it has been weU-eamed. The 
Pro- Axle treatment has helped literally thousands 
of 4WDers across Australia gain a decided edge 
over the often challenging conditions of the most 
beautiful, but demanding tracks in the world. 

Ask any 4WDer and they'll tell you: the 
camber of many remote tracks can get extreme, 
so it's crucial that the camber and caster of 
your 4WD is adjusted accordingly if you plan 
to contend with more ambitious off-road 
situations. All it takes is for your wheel 
alignment to be out slightly, and you could be 
looking at some serious damage to your tyres. 

Everyone is aware that your tyres are the 
only point of contact between the road and 
your 4WD, so proper maintenance to the 
working parts around them and that work with 
them is essential to getting the best and longest 


use out of them that you can. A state-of-the- 
art laser wheel alignment from Pro- Axle can 
considerably extend the life of your tyres 
and improve your road handling 
in general by reducing vibration 
and wandering. When paired with 
Pro- Axle's leading axle correction 
service, this kind of top-quality 
wheel alignment service not only 
make your 4WD smarter and safer 
for the road, it will also work to 
keep fuel costs down over the 
duration of owning your vehicle. 

Accuracy, honesty and integrity ^ 
are the three primary components | 
of any job performed by the ^ 

industry professionals at Pro- Axle. ! 

It's their business to make your 
4WD right for the road, so whether you're in 
need of a wheel balance, wheel alignment, 
camber correction, suspension upgrade or even 
custom work, you owe it to yourself - and your 
4WD - to let the pros at Pro- Axle treat you both 
to the best service possible. 


CONTACT 


PRO-AXLE 

P: ( 02 ) 4647 1867 
W: www.pro-axle.com.au 
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BLACK DUCK 


SEAT COVERS 


^ PIONEERING 

SEAT PROTECTION 


• Australian made and owned 

• 100% satisfaction guarantee* 

• 12oz heavy duty canvas 

• Tailored fit 

• Water resistant 

• Safety - Certified side airbag compatible 
oovers available for seleoted vehicles. 

Contact us online today! 


180D B03 825 


BLACKDUCK.COM.AU 





Great Divide Tours 


4 WD tag-alang tCHjr^ to: 

^ Arnhem Urrd 
^ Canning Stock AcHite 
Cape York 
Comer Country 
Fllnd#r:£ ^%anges 
KlmlKrley 
SimpfOn Pesert 
Victorian Nigh Country 
..and much moral 


YOU don't £tay In tills business for a quarter of a century unlejis you 
a redoing it right. 

For your nact 4wcl tag-along tour or 4WD driver training contact Vic 
Widman at Great Divide Tour^ and become one of the thousands of 
happy customers. 




PluSp NatKinallv HeoDgnrsed 
4 WD DrivarryaTningl 
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EXPERT ADVICE VI CWI DM AN 


RUINING IT 

FOR THE REST OF US 

With access to tracks comes responsibility - but there 
are some 4WDers out there who refuse to do their part 


WORDS BYVIC WIDMAN, PHOTOS BY OVERLANDER 4WD 


I n 1985 I was involved in a campaign 
to maintain access to our 4WD 
tracks in New South Wales. I even 
helped coordinate a rally in the 
centre of Sydney which attracted 
over 200 4WDers; remember we're talking 
1985 here, when sales of 4WDs were much 
lower than they are these days. 

Access to our tracks has been an issue for as 
long as many of our older statesmen of 4WD 
fame can remember. For example, a very well- 
known and prominent figure in the Sydney 4WD 
scene (Norm Needham) worked tirelessly with 
the 4WD Association to maintain access into 
Bendethera Valley in the Deua National Park in 
the late 1970's. Did it do any good? You bet it did! 
It is this very work done by caring 4WDers and 
then supported by the 4WD community at large 
that has resulted in this beautiful part of Australia 
remaining open and available to you and your 
families today. 

But! And there is always a but! That is 
changing, and it's changing because our fellow 
4WDers are trashing the place, and not just Deua 
but many of our favoured locations for a quiet 
escape. Over the years (30+ now) that I've been 
visiting Deua, both privately and as a commercial 
tour operator (by the way, I pay big bucks to 
NPWS to have the privilege to visit Deua, and 
this payment does not give me any more access 
than Joe Public, and in some cases I have more 
controls placed on me as a result, but yes, I 
choose to make a living this way and I'm happy 
with that), I have unfortunately witnessed some 
atrocious actions by other 4WDers in Deua NP. 
This includes deliberately driving through a small 
dam, to climbing hill sides where no track exists. 
I've seen Hving trees cut down purely for the 
pleasure of doing so, to rubbish left smouldering 
in abandoned camp fires. One evening we even 
had a lunatic drive at high speed right through 
the middle of our camp site where we had 
families with little children wandering off to bed 
etc. When we challenged this young hoon all 
he wanted to do was to tell all of us to F-off and 
was ready for a fight. Just what you want when 
you're out with your family enjoying the peace 



and quiet of the Australian bush with a few 
friends, the wife and kids. 

It's no wonder now that at the slightest hint 
of wet weather or high winds that the NPWS is 
now closing Deua National Park to aU visitors. 
They are fed up with grading the 4WD tracks 
only to have them trashed by a bunch of idiot 
4WDers who deliberately visit the area because 
it's raining. We all know that our collective State 
and Federal Governments are having a difficult 
time with their finances and cuts have been made 
across the board including to our National Park 
authorities. Ranger numbers are being reduced, 
money for maintenance is drying up and the only 
way to manage a Park now seems to be to close it, 
as it's is the cheapest solution. 

Over the Christmas and New Year period 
just past, hundreds of 4WDers camped on 
Blacksmith's Beach just south of Newcastle, 
enjoying a true Aussie Christmas on the beach. 
Problem is, when they left, they left literally 
tonnes of rubbish behind from old mattresses 
to spent syringes. Is this the Aussie way? So 
today I read that a permit system for access 
to 9 Mile beach between Blacksmiths and 
Redhead has now been approved, well done 


you drop kicks, you've ruined another great 
spot for the vast majority! 

I hate to admit it, I think it's a lost 
cause, but at least I feel like I may have 
influenced someone to do the right thing 
by writing this column. 


Vic Widman 



Vic Widman has been in the business of 4WD 
driver training and leading 4WD tag-along 
tours for over 30 years. Vic has trained in 
excess of 20,000 people in the art of 4WDing 
and provides corporate 4WD training to many 
of the country’s leading commercial and 
government organisations. 
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HUSTKXCIKS 


RESCUE 


Anchor Right Australia: 

Phone: (03) 5968 5014 Mobile: 0408 371 668 
Email: rex@anchorright.com.au 

www.anchorright.com.au 


The PR.T. has an impressive compact 
design with dimensions of only 
61cms length x 34cms 
height x 9cms width. 

Only weighs 15.5 kg! 

Rated with a sate working load ot 
8,000 pounds 
Easy to use 
Quick to deploy 


--ct ov 

Australian 

tne a paie^i®^ 


% 


design 


4VI/D & TRUCK WHEEL 
AUGNMENT SPECIALISTS 

/rrmmoN 4m omitiis 




• Are you aware your 4WD vehicle requires specialised wheel alignment? 

• Most alignment shops are not capable of aligning 4WD vehicles. 

• The professional technology and Shim-A-Line products from the 

“top guns” in 4WD alignment improves tyre wear and handling with your 
4x4 wheel aligned to Australian specfications. 

• Full suspension and shock absorber service 

• All work guaranteed 


PRO-AXLE AUSTRALIA PTY LTD 

Head Office: 3G / 49 The Northern Road, 
Narellan NSW 2567 

Phone: (02) 4647 1867 Fax (02) 4647 1241 


PRO-AXLE AUGNMENT CENTRES; 

Enfield: (02) 9642 3902 
Narellan: (02) 4648 2002 
Newcastle: (02) 4960 3168 
Smithfield: (02) 9725 5330 
Wollongong: (02) 4276 2533 
Campbellfield, Vic: (03) 9357 0200 


PRO-AXLE SHIM-A-LINE 
DISTRIBUTORS 


NSW 


Enfield 

(02) 9642 3902 

Narellan 

(02) 4648 2002 

Newcastle 

(02) 4960 3168 

Smithfield 

(02) 9725 5330 

Wollongong 

(02) 4276 2533 

QLD 


Cairns 

(07) 4051 7457 

Rocklea 

(07) 3892 4289 

VIC 


Campbellfield 

(03) 9357 0200 

SA 


Gepps Cross 

(08) 8620 5881 

Mile End 

(08) 8234 6877 

WA 


Welshpool 

(08) 9356 9500 
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EXPERT ADVICE SUSPENSION STUFF 


Overloading your 4WD with heavy towing can 
cause serious problems. Here's how to avoid them 

WORDS BY BRAD GREEN, PHOTOGRAPHY BY OVERLANDER 4WD 


O ne of the biggest problems 
we see in 4WDs that do 
a lot of towing is being 
overloaded. Not only 
can weight and weight 
distribution drastically affect towing ability, 
it'll put excessive stress on many facets of your 
suspension setup. Let's take a look at just what 
overloading can do to your suspension, and 
what upgrades you can do to avoid it. 

Firstly, having a loaded tow rig, plus a heavy 
ball weight will put excess stress on your 
springs. Over a period of time the spring mate- 
rial will fatigue, and slowly soften, losing its 
load capacity. It will also put plenty of pressure 
on your spring and shock mounting points. 

The major issue here is stress on the mounting 
point welds, but the more likely failure will 
be with the bushes, which will shred if they're 
under too much pressure. 

If you're running leaf springs, like many 
dual cab utes do - a heavy ball weight can 
almost invert the leaf pack, bringing the 
suspension closer to the bump stops, mean- 
ing you'll bottom out more often, which can 
cause chassis damage. It can also create exces- 
sive body sway, especially if the weight is not 
distributed correctly. 


Another consequence of being over- 
loaded in the rear is that you'll take weight 
off the front end, which changes the camber 
and can cause the front to wander because 
you have less traction. 

So now we know what damage can arise 
from overloading, how do you avoid it? 
Firstly, you want to upgrade your springs 
and shocks. Your first option is to run a 
heavier rated spring for towing or touring, 
which might ride a little rougher when there 
is no load, but when the trailer is hitched up 
and you're on holidays it will be working 
perfectly. Remember that you can't really 
upgrade your springs without also upgrad- 
ing your shocks. Shocks need to have the 
right valving rate to control heaver springs. 

Another easy, bolt-on fix to help with 
load is to run some equaliser springs. These 
are also known as a load helper - a spring 
that sits on top of the leaf pack, and helps 
pull the spring up to where it should be 
sitting. This means you can help support 
more weight without having to change your 
leaf springs. 

The final option is to add air bags, but 
this needs careful consideration, and you 
should really consult your suspension 


expert with help on this. Yes, air bags are 
effective, but the last thing you want is the 
air bags to become the sole load bearer, and 
have the suspension not working. This is 
the consequence when you put in air bags 
without first trying to upgrade suspension. 
Air bags are made to assist, not to be a 
complete load bearer. 

At the end of the day, there are a huge 
range of options to help you overcome your 
overloading issues. Your best bet is to head 
to a suspension expert that has the range of 
solutions necessary to get the right fix for 
your setup. ■ 



CONTACT 


I SUSPENSION STUFF 

I Ph 1300 048 991 
I W www.suspensionstuff.com.au 
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Arnhem Land tag along 4wd expeditions 

Journey with Global 4WD on this exciting and adventurous 4wd 
tour to remote corners of east Arnhem Land. Discover the 
remarkable history of the first Australian’s and their incredible 
journey over the last 60,000 years. This region is truly the last 
unexplored frontier in Australia and for the 4WD enthusiasts is a must. 


Highlights 

Inclusions 

• Unexplored remote coastline 

• 3 meals a day 

• Pristine estuaries 

• Morning tea 

• Aboriginal culture 

• All vehicle access and camping fees 

• Exception estuary fishing 

• Experienced guide 

• Exclusive beach camping access 

• Optional chartered fishing tours 


4WD Corporate Training 
4WD Sand Training 
4WD Bush Training 
4WD Expeditions 
Nationally Recognised Training 
Andrew:0407 880 372 info@global4wd.com.au www.global4wd.com.au 





AAURCIHISON 
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CLISTOM COMFORTABLE CAPABLE 


ir I 11411 POWEREO 3V 
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SlISPEfJSiQH ENHANCEI^ENT A?jD REPAIRS 
AEV AUSTRALIAN AUTHORISED DISTRIBUTOR 


-flSR WORK AND BODY ARMOUR 



SNORKEL^ LONG RANGE TANKS 

— CUSTOM 

COMFORTABLE 

WHEEtS^AND TYRES 

& 

CAPAB LE 

BRAKES & EXHAUST SYSTEMS 

Unit 85/86, 

111 LeitchS Rd. Br^ndale OLD 4500 

WINCHES. LOCKERS AND GEARING 


Phone: 07 3205 5011 

JEEP DIESEL ECU TUNING 

Email: stuart@murchisonproducts.com.au 

LOG BOOK SERVICING 

WV.W. M U R C H 1 S I 

3 N P R a D U CT S.COM.AU 
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EXPERT ADVICE GETABOUT TRAINING SERVICES 


SNATCH STRAP RECOVERIES 



THE CORRECT STEPS 

1 . Start by holding the end of a strap in your left hand. This will be the 
first strap. Grab the eye of the second strap and place the eye of strap-2 
over the eye of strap-1 . 

2 . Pick up the other end of strap-2 and feed it through the eye of strap-1 that 
you have in your left hand. Feed strap-2 all the way through till both eyes 
have intertwined with each other. If you have ever joined two elastic bands, 
then joining two snatch straps is the same as joining two elastic bands. 

3 . The trouble with joining two or more straps in this manner is that when 
force is applied, there is a strong possibility that the strap eyes will lock 
together and you will have to cut one to separate them. To prevent this, 
open up the join and place something in the space created. I use a rolled 
up towel, it is nice and soft and won't damage the straps, but you can use 
your favourite 4WD mag rolled up nice and tight as well. 


In the final part of this three-part column, 
John talks advanced snatching techniques 


WORDS AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY JOHN EGGENHUIZEN 


S o far in this series on snatch straps we have looked at some of the ideas on how to use them 
and what can go wrong if they are not used properly, but so far we have only explored how 
to use a single strap. 

So what happens if you can't get close enough to use only a single strap? Your mate's 
stuck in the mud, and you want to help him, but to get within 7m of him would mean that 
you will probably get stuck as well. The simple answer is to join two or more straps to make the recovery. 

There really is only one acceptable way to join snatch straps; it's effective, and is much and safer than 
any other way your mates may tell you about. 


' IMPORTANT! ^ 

Under no circumstances should 
you ever join two or more straps 
with shackles, if the straps break, 
these will become horrendously 
dangerous missiles with the 
potential to kill - No exceptions! 



Personally, I have used seven snatch straps to get a mate out of trouble, there were a group of us 
travelling together and everyone was carrying two straps. 

The important thing to take note of here is that even though there are multiple straps joined together, 
there is still only a maximum of 2m of slack. Not 2m per strap, as some people may think. 

When doing a recovery with multiple straps, the same rules apply as with a single strap, always do 
some enthusiastic shovel work first to dig the vehicle free of its earthly bounds if possible, then in the 
first instance always try and tow the vehicle out using a tight strap and the stranded vehicle assisting, if 
it can. If none of that works, then and only then should you introduce 2m of slack into the strap, to allow 
the momentum of the recovery vehicle to assist with the recovery. 

If you've taken note of everything that I have mentioned over the past couple of issues, then you 
should be able to conduct a snatch strap recovery with safety as the key priority. The thing is, there's 
nothing like getting hands on experience when it comes to recoveries, so I thoroughly recommend that 
you come and attend one of our 4WD courses, to get that hands on experience. ■ 


CONTACT 


Got a question you want to ask 
John? He’s always keen to help! 
Ennail hinn atjohnragetabout.edu.au. 

GETABOUT TRAINING SERVICES 

PH: ( 02 ) 8822 5666 
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WATCH 

'ttU’SnSH' 

. DVDS ON ANY 
^ D^ICEIN } 
HD! 




Find the 4WD Action DVDs you’re missing 

Going to the Cape, Kimberley, Tassie or 
anywhere on your bucket list? Plan your 
next trip with our expert advice & tips 

Enjoy Australia's best 4WD adventures, anytime! 




olffff 1 DfC4Df Of 4m mmm mini ooiv 


CHOOSE ANY 10 DVDs 
FOR ONLY $49.90 


BUY ONLINE AT WWW.4WDACTION. COM.AU/D/GITAL-MAGS 


WORTH 

$35 


SPECIAL READER OFFERS! 


CHOOSE ANY 5 DVDs 
FOR ONLY $29.90 


Includes FREE Snatch Strap 

(incl. FREE P&H) 


Includes FREE Kwiky Tyre Deflator 

(incl. FREE P&H) 
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EXPERT ADVICE TREAD THE RIGHT WAY WITH COOPER TIRES 


THE RIGHT TREAD PATTERN 

What tyre has the right tread for the type of 
off-road driving you do? 

WORDS BY JEFF NEWICK, PHOTOS BY OVERLANDER 4WD 




them for, so it's important to know what 
tread patterns are designed for what. 


In a nutshell, there are four classes of 
patterns available to 4WDers: highway 
terrain, all terrain, aggressive all terrain 
and mud terrain. Let's take a closer look 
at each, and what they're suited to. 


HIGHWAY TERRAIN 

Generally, a highway terrain tread pattern such 
as what you'U find on a Cooper HT3 is a straight 
ribbed pattern with a solid centre rib, designed for 
high-speed bitumen stability. It is also heavily siped 
(the small cuts within the tread blocks for pushing 
water away from the tread surface), for superior wet 
weather traction. The usual closed in pattern creates 
a comfortable ride. In an off-road environment, 
however, these sipes give an edge for rocks or gravel 
to grab and chip the rubber away. 

ALL TERRAIN 

The aU terrain tread, like what you'll find on the 
Cooper A / T^ sfill has a straight ribbed pattern but 
features a broken centre rib, which stiU provides 
high speed stability but allows for extra traction in 
off-road situations. The pattern is more open but 
stiU provides reasonably quite operation. While it's 
siped for wet weather performance, these sipes are 
normally within the tread blocks and do not go to 
the edge of the block which helps reduce chipping 
from dirt, gravel and rocks. 

AGGRESSIVE ALL TERRAIN 

The aggressive all terrain such as the Cooper ST 
Maxx is for someone who sfill wants good on-road 
performance but wants to be able to tackle a bit of the 
rough stuff too. It has less sipes (internal of the tread 


block), but sfill has good wet weather performance, 
with the pattern sfill enabling top water evacuation. 
The pattern is more open to create a digging tyre 
for softer terrains such as mud and grass. Being 
a more open pattern the road noise is increased 
over the more on-road orientated tread patterns. 
These patterns have been boosted by a cut and chip 
resistant compound and are a favourite of tourers 
for remote travel as they stand up to whatever you 
can throw at them. 


MUD TERRAIN 

The mud terrain, such as what's found on the 
Cooper STT, is for the serious 4WDer who wants 
to get out amongst the elements, good or bad. 

The more open design is for superior traction and 
digging with increased self-cleaning abilities. Being 
a more open design they do create more road noise, 
but this is the price you pay for the ability to get 
anywhere you wish. 


Catch you on the tracks, 

JEFFNEWICK 
Cooper Tires 


CONTACT 


I Cooper Tires 

I PH: 1300 COOPER 
1 W; www.coopertires.com.au 



SHOWROOM 

THE BEST NEW4WD PRODUCTS ON THE MARKET 


Here are some of the latest and greatest products from the world of 4WDing. 
We’re always on the lookout for new or exciting 4WD products to write about or 
review. If you have seen a new product and want us to know about it, contact us at 
productsf3overlander.com.au. 



TRANSGOLD RUBBER 
SUSPENSION RANGE 

If you're due to replace any suspension bushes in 
the near future, then check out Transgold's range of 
rubber suspension parts. They currently stock 700 
different part varieties, so they're almost guaranteed 
to have rubber suspension parts for your 4WD. 

Their products are designed as direct OEM 
replacements. This means they perform in the exact 
same way as the factory bits, so you don't change 
how your 4WD rides. You even get a one year 
20,000km warranty on all replacement parts and they 
are available from most good auto parts suppliers. 

For more information jump onto 
www.transgold.com.au or call 

(021 9622 8850 


WAECO MAGICCOMFORT MCS20 

We look forward to summer all year long, but once it gets here, the heat 
can sometimes be dreadful. There's nothing worse than climbing into a hot 
and sticky driver's seat or peeling yourself free from the clench of sizzling 
leather upholstery. By simply attaching the WAECO MagicComfort MCS20 
from Dometic to your vehicle's seat with the straps provided you can begin 
to instantly enjoy the light, pleasant cooling effect of air floating across the 
entire surface of the seat. 

Thanks to the MagicComfort's ergonomic design and the massaging 
effect of its two cooling stages, long drives to the beach or short trips to the 
shops stay relaxed and refreshing. Made from a high-quality, breathable 
cotton/ polyester fabric that looks great inside any vehicle, the WAECO 
MagicComfort connects easily via 12V plug and its low-noise fan operates 
so quietly, you'll hardly recognise that it's running. Once you're finished 
with it, the MagicComfort removes easily and can be stored in its own 
convenient zip closure bag; ready for the next time the summer heat calls 
for its cooling magic. 

The WAECO MagicComfort retails for $99. To learn more or find your nearest 
Dometic retailerp call 1800 21 21 21 or visit: www.dometicRVcentre.com.au 
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BOG OUT 



BOG OUT is the latest 4WD recovery 
device to hit the tracks. It's simple and 
effective. Essentially, it is a very strong 
harness designed to turn your wheels 
into winches. Just tie one end to a 
wheel that has lost traction, and secure 
the other end to an anchor point. Then 
slowly drive out of trouble! 

Developed and tested in the tough 
tropics of northern Australia, BOG 


OUT has completed many recoveries 
where other devices have failed. It's 
economical, can even double as a tow 
rope, and is compact enough to fit in 
your glove box. It's a 'must have' for 
any off road enthusiast. 

BOG OUT works equally well for 
forward or reverse as it can be tied to 
either the front or rear wheels. Mud, 
sand or snow makes no difference to 
BOG OUT's effectiveness either. 

Extremely durable, and 4-tonnes 
tough, BOG OUT offers true self- 
recovery. It works by taking the 
rotational capability of any 
vehicle's wheel and turns it 
into a strong winch. Vehicles 
already have massive 
winch capability by way 
of their driven wheels. 
BOG OUT captures that 
force and simply turns 
it into movement, which 
is exactly what you want 
when you're stuck. 

BOG OUT fits all vehicles 
and comes in single or twin 


packs. One will get you out of a lot of 
trouble, twin packs are designed for the 
more serious adventurer. They come 
in a handy back sack, complete with 
connector ties and full user manual. 



BOG OUT is priced at $1 59 for the 
single pack and $279 for a twin pack. 
Buy online at www.bogout.com. 


OZPIG BIG BOAR NO. 6 

The Big Boar No. 6 is the first product in Ozpig's new range of Big Boar 
Cookware, a fresh take on camp cooking that emphasises high-quality 
and durable bush-ready equipment. Made from 4mm black steel, the Big 
Boar No. 6 is tough and twice as thick as other camp ovens. 

Steel provides excellent heating and cooking properties, and this camp 
oven is extra deep, designed to fit a full-sized family roast! The machined 
lip on top creates a full seal for better convection cooking and includes a 
high trivet as standard. Double handles keep it fully stable and the deep 
lip holds plenty of hot coals, great for any Aussie traveller. 

For more information or to find your nearest retailerp contact Ozpig on (07| 
5479 0236p or order online at www.ozpig.com.au 
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www.drive4.G0in.au 
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A/23 Jersey Rd, Bayswater Victoria 3153 
Phone: 03 9729 1234 Fax; 03 9720 9200 Emaii: enquiries@vlstarv.com.au 

www.vistarv.com.au 
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Vista RV Crossover, The name 
in the outback touring market 
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BUYER’S GUIDE 


KERB 

WEIGHT LOAD 


FORD RANGER 



The new Ranger, with a 2.2L or 3.2L turbo-diesel engine, packs plenty 
of innovation into a rugged package. The larger engine is the pick, 
producing 147kW and 470Nm. It has a 3500kg braked towing capacity. 
The quiet engine and Dynamic Stability Control give the Ranger great 
on-road manners; and off-road it is excellent. An optional factory rear diff 


XL2,2C/CHAS 

2198 

DT4 

6M 

80 

8,1 

110/375 

750/3500 

1762 

1436 

$38,390 

XL2,2CREWC/CHAS 

2198 

DT4 

6M 

80 

8,9 

110/375 

750/3500 

1909 

1291 

$42,890 

XL2,2CREWC/CHAS 

2198 

DT4 

6A 

80 

9,2 

110/375 

750/3500 

1909 

1291 

$44,890 

XL 2,2 CREW CAB UTE 

2198 

DT4 

6M 

80 

8,1 

110/375 

750/3500 

2034 

1166 

$43,890 

XL 2,2 CREW CAB UTE 

2198 

DT4 

6A 

80 

9,4 

110/375 

750/3500 

2034 

1166 

$45,890 

XL3,2C/CHAS 

3198 

DT5 

6M 

80 

8,9 

147/470 

750/3500 

1795 

1405 

$40,890 

XL3,2C/CHAS 

3198 

DT5 

6A 

80 

9,2 

147/470 

750/3500 

1795 

1405 

$42,890 

XL 3,2 SUPER C/CHAS 

3198 

DT5 

6M 

80 

8,9 

147/470 

750/3500 

1870 

1330 

$43,390 

XL 3,2 SUPER CAB UTE 

3198 

DT5 

6M 

80 

8,9 

147/470 

750/3500 

2018 

1182 

$44,390 

XL 3,2 DUAL CAB UTE 

3198 

DT5 

6M 

80 

8,9 

147/470 

750/3500 

2068 

1132 

$46,390 

XL 3,2 DUAL CAB UTE 

3198 

DT5 

6A 

80 

9,2 

147/470 

750/3500 

2068 

1132 

$48,390 

XLT 3,2 SUPER CAB UTE 

3198 

DT5 

6M 

80 

8,9 

147/470 

750/3500 

2095 

1105 

$50,890 

XLT 3,2 SUPER CAB UTE 

3198 

DT5 

6A 

80 

9,2 

147/470 

750/3500 

2095 

1105 

$52,890 

XLT 3,2 DUAL CAB UTE 

3198 

DT5 

6M 

80 

9,4 

147/470 

750/3500 

2159 

1041 

$53,390 

XLT 3,2 DUAL CAB UTE 

3198 

DT5 

6A 

80 

9,2 

147/470 

750/3500 

2159 

1041 

$55,390 

WILDTRACK3,2 DUAL CAB UTE 

3198 

DT5 

6M 

80 

9,4 

147/470 

750/3500 

2200 

1000 

$57,390 

WILDTRACK3,2 DUAL CAB UTE 

3198 

DT5 

6A 

80 

9,6 

147/470 

750/3500 

2200 

1000 

$59,390 


GREAT WALL V-SERIES 


Great Wall’s dual-cab V200 and V240 are available in dual cab or single- 
cab/chassis configuration. The V200 has the 2.0L turbo-diesel; the V240 
has a 2.4L petrol. 


V240 C/CHAS 

2378 

2378 

4 

4 

5M 

5M 

70 

70 

10,7 

10,7 

100/200 

100/200 

750/1900 

750/2250 

1507 

1780 

1320 $20,990 
1000 $25,990 

V240 DUAL CAB UTE 

V200 C/CHAS 

1996 

DT4 

6M 

70 

8,3 

105/310 

700/1700 

1707 

1180 $22,990 

V200 DUAL CAB 

1996 

DT4 

6M 

70 

8,3 

105/310 

750/2000 

1835 

1000 $27,990 


GREAT WALL X-SERIES 



Based on the V200/V240 platform, the X200 and X240 are the cheapest 
dual-range-equipped 4WD wagons on the market. The X-Series have 
the same engines as the V-Series. This is a well-equipped vehicle for 
the price. 


X2404D WAGON 

2378 

4 

5M 


10,4 

100/200 


1830 

475 

$23,990 

X2004D WAGON 

1996 

DT4 

6M 


8 

105/310 

700/1700 

1890 

660 

$26,990 

X2004D WAGON 

1996 

DT4 

5A 

70 

9,2 

105/310 

700/1700 

1890 

660 

$28,990 


HOLDEN COLORADO 


The 4WD Colorado is available in six variants, all powered by a 3.0L 
four-cylinder turbo-diesel that’s a strong performer and offers a good 
balance of power/torque and economy. Recent upgrades have lifted 
towing capacity to 3000kg. 


DX C/CHAS 

2776 

DT4 

5M 

76 

8,1 

132/440 

750/3500 

1793 

1307 

$34,990 

LX C/CHAS 

2776 

DT4 

6A 

76 

9,1 

132/470 

750/3500 

1798 

1302 

$37,990 

LX SPACE C/CHAS 

2776 

DT4 

6A 

76 

8,1 

132/470 

750/3500 

1907 

1190 

$42,490 

LX CREW CAB P/UP 

2776 

DT4 

5M 

76 

7,9 

132/440 

750/3500 

2019 

1080 

$44,490 

LX CREW C/CHAS 

2776 

DT4 

6A 

76 

9,1 

132/470 

750/3500 

1910 

1090 

$44,990 

LX CREW CAB P/UP 

2776 

DT4 

6A 

76 

9,1 

132/470 

750/3500 

2019 

1090 

$46,490 

LT CREW CAB P/UP 

2776 

DT4 

5M 

76 

7,9 

132/440 

750/3500 

2007 

1090 

$45,490 

LT CREW CAB P/UP 

2776 

DT4 

6A 

76 

9,1 

132/470 

750/3500 

2007 

1090 

$47,490 

LTZ SPACE CAB P/UP 

2776 

DT4 

6A 

76 

9,1 

132/470 

750/3500 

2034 

1066 

$49,490 

LTZ CREW CAB P/UP 

2776 

DT4 

5M 

76 

7,9 

132/440 

750/3500 

2056 

1040 

$49,990 

LTZ CREW CAB P/UP 

2776 

DT4 

6A 

76 

9,1 

132/470 

750/3500 

2056 

1040 

$51 ,990 


ISUZU D-MAX 



The new Isuzu D-MAX has a powerful and fuel-efficient 3.0-litre 
turbo-diesel and has more safety features as standard - including dual 
front, side and curtain airbags. Anti-lock Brake System and Electronic 
Brakeforce Distribution - than ever before. There’s also Electronic 
Stability Control and Traction Control systems, plus Brake Assist. This is 
a great all-round package. 


EX C/CHAS 

2999 

DT4 

5M 

76 

8,3 

130/380 

750/3000 

- $33,400 

LS-MHI-RIDE CREW CAB 

2999 

DT4 

5M 

76 

8,3 

130/380 

750/3000 

- $44,000 

LS-MHI-RIDE CREW CAB 

2999 

DT4 

5A 

76 

8,1 

130/380 

750/3000 

- $46,200 

SXHI-RIDE CREW CAB 

2999 

DT4 

5M 

76 

8,3 

130/380 

750/3000 

- $42,000 

SXHI-RIDE CREW CAB 

2999 

DT4 

5A 

76 

8,1 

130/380 

750/3000 

- $44,200 

LS-TERRAINHI-RIDECREW 

2999 

DT4 

5M 

76 

8,3 

130/380 

750/3000 

- $49,500 

LS-TERRAINHI-RIDECREW 

2999 

DT4 

4A 

76 

8,1 

130/380 

750/3000 

- $51,700 

LS-UHI-RIDE SPACE CAB 

2999 

DT4 

5M 

76 

8,3 

130/380 

750/3000 

- $43,700 

LS-UHI-RIDE SPACE CAB 

2999 

DT4 

5A 

76 

8,1 

130/380 

750/3000 

- $45,900 

LS-UHI-RIDE CREW CAB 

2999 

DT4 

5M 

76 

8,3 

130/380 

750/3000 

- $45,500 

LS-UHI-RIDE CREW CAB 

2999 

DT4 

5A 

76 

8,1 

130/380 

750/3000 

- $47,700 

SX C/CHAS 

2999 

DT4 

5M 

76 

8,3 

130/380 

750/3000 

- $36,490 

SX C/CHAS 

2999 

DT4 

5A 

76 

8,1 

130/380 

750/3000 

- $38,600 

SX SPACE C/CHAS 

2999 

DT4 

5M 

76 

8,3 

130/380 

750/3000 

- $39,100 

SX SPACE C/CHAS 

2999 

DT4 

5A 

76 

8,1 

130/380 

750/3000 

- $41 ,300 

SX CREW C/CHAS 

2999 

DT4 

5M 

76 

8,3 

130/380 

750/3000 

- $43,100 

SX CREW C/CHAS 

2999 

DT4 

5A 

76 

8,1 

130/380 

750/3000 

- $43,500 


ISUZU MU-X 



CCS CYL. TRANS L/100KM KW/Ntti TOWING VVEIGHTLOAD PR™ 


The MU-X is Isuzu’s first offer in the 4WD wagon market and follows on from the 
success of the D-MAX. With three models and two transmissions and a 3.0L turbo- 
diesel engine on offer, the MU-X is a surprisingly off-road capable, but 


LS-M 

2999 

DT4 

5A 

65 

8,4 

130/380 

750/3000 

2000 

750 

$47,800 

LS-M 

2999 

DT4 

5M 

65 

8,4 

130/380 

750/3000 

2000 

750 

$45,600 

LS-T 

2999 

DT4 

5A 

65 

8,4 

130/380 

750/3000 

2060 

690 

$53,500 

LS-U 

2999 

DT4 

5A 

65 

8,4 

130/380 

750/3000 

2040 

710 

$49,300 

LS-U 

2999 

DT4 

5M 

65 

8,4 

130/380 

750/3000 

2040 

710 

$47,100 


JEEP CHEROKEE 



Four variants, three off-road systems and two engines mean there’s a 
Cherokee for every purpose - even some pretty serious off-roading. The Jeep 
Cherokee has raised the bar when it comes to transmissions by equipping the 
entire model range with a first-in-segment nine-speed automatic as standard. 


LONGITUDE 

3239 

V6 

9A 

60 

10,0 

200/316 

470/2200 

1795 - 

$39,000 

LIMITED 

3239 

V6 

9A 

60 

10,0 

200/316 

450/2200 

1806 - 

• $44,000 

TRAILHAWK 

3239 

V6 

9A 

60 

10,0 

200/316 

2450/2200 

1936 - 

$47,500 


JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE 


New Grand Cherokee is a significant departure from previous models 
as it has a fully independent suspetnsion system. Available with a 3.0L 
turbo-diesel V6, 3.6L petrol V6 and 5.7L petrol V8. The SRT 8 has a 
monster 6.4L petrol V8 with a price tag to match. 


JET 

3604 

V6 

5A 

93,5 

11 

210/347 

750/2268 

2191 

760 

$46,500 

LAREDO 

2987 

Dm 

5A 

93,5 

8,3 

177/550 

750/2268 

2191 

760 

$50,000 

LAREDO 

3604 

V6 

5A 

93,5 

11 

210/347 

750/2268 

2191 

760 

$45,000 

LIMITED 

2987 

DTV6 

5A 

93,5 

8,3 

177/550 

750/2268 

2191 

760 

$60,000 

LIMITED 

3604 

V6 

5A 

93,5 

11 

210/347 

750/2268 

2191 

760 

$55,000 

LIMITED 

5654 

V8 

5A 

93,5 

14,1 

259/520 

750/3500 

2191 

760 

$60,000 

0VERD\ND 

2987 

Dm 

5A 

93,5 

8,3 

177/550 

750/3500 

2307 

660 

$69,500 

0VERD\ND 

3604 

V6 

5A 

93,5 

11 

210/347 

750/2250 

2280 

660 

$65,000 

0VERD\ND 

5654 

V8 

5A 

93,5 

14,1 

259/520 

750/3500 

2307 

660 

$69,500 

SRT 8 

6424 

V8 

5A 

91 

14,1 

344/624 

750/2268 

2336 

612 

$76,000 

SRT 8 ALPINE 

6424 

V8 

5A 

91 

14,1 

344/624 

750/2268 

2336 

612 

$81,900 

SRT 8 VAPOUR 

6424 

V8 

5A 

91 

14,1 

344/624 

750/2268 

2336 

612 

$81 ,900 


producing 209kW. This is matched to a 6-speed manual or 5-speed auto. 
The 2.8L turbo-diesel is still available, with torque boosted to 460Nm. 

An off-road pack is available on petrol and diesel Sport models. 



3 3604 

V6 

6M 

70 

11,4 

209/347 

750/1600 

1855 

365 

$32,500 

TPORrSAOP 3604 

V6 

5A 

70 

11,6 

209/347 

750/1600 

1855 

365 

$34,500 

SPORTS/TOP 

2776 

DT4 

5A 

66 

8,6 

147/460 

750/1600 

1975 

- $39,500 

SPORTS/TOP 

2776 

DT4 

6M 

66 

8 

147/460 

750/1600 

1975 

- $38,500 

RENEGADE SPORT H/TOP 

3778 

V6 

6M 

70 

10,4 

146/315 

750/1600 

1855 

- $35,000 

RENEGADE SPORT H/TOP 

3778 

V6 

5A 

70 

11,6 

146/315 

750/1600 

1855 

- $37,000 

RENEGADE SPORT H/TOP 

2776 

DT4 

5A 

66 

8,1 

147/460 

750/1600 

1975 

- $42,000 

RENEGADE SPORT H/TOP 

2776 

DT4 

6M 

66 

8 

147/460 

750/1600 

1975 

- $41 ,000 

RUBICONS/TOP 

3604 

V6 

6M 

70 

11,4 

209/347 

750/1600 

1885 

365 

$43,000 

RUBICONS/TOP 

3604 

V6 

5A 

70 

11,6 

209/347 

750/1600 

1885 

365 

$45,000 


JEEP WRANGLER UNLIMITED 4 DOOR 



With plenty of internal cabin space thanks to its longer wheelbase, the 
Jeep Wrangler Unlimited is the most affordable solid-axle 4-door 4WD 
wagon on the market. It is now available with the newer, more powerful 
3.6L V6 in Spor t and Rubicon, alongside the older 3.8L V6 in Renegade. 


SPORTS/TOP 

3604 

V6 

6M 

85 

11,4 

209/347 

750/2300 

2050 

- $36,500 

SPORTS/TOP 

3604 

V6 

5A 

85 

11,7 

209/347 

750/2300 

2050 

- $38,500 

SPORTS/TOP 

2776 

DT4 

6M 

85 

8,3 

147/410 

750/2300 

2105 

- $42,500 

SPORTS/TOP 

2776 

DT4 

5A 

85 

8,8 

147/460 

750/2300 

2105 

- $43,500 

RENEGADE H^OP 

3778 

V6 

6M 

85 

11,4 

209/347 

750/2300 

2050 

- $39,500 

RENEGADE H/TOP 

3778 

V6 

5A 

85 

11,7 

209/347 

750/2300 

2050 

- $41,500 

RENEGADE H^OP 

2776 

DT4 

6M 

85 

8,3 

147/410 

750/2300 

2105 

- $45,500 

RENEGADE H/TOP 

2776 

DT4 

5A 

85 

8,8 

147/460 

750/2300 

2105 

- $46,500 

RUBIGON S/TOP 

3604 

V6 

6M 

85 

11,8 

209/347 

750/2300 

2080 

- $47,000 

RUBIGON S/TOP 

3604 

V6 

5A 

85 

11,9 

209/347 

750/2300 

2080 

- $49,000 


LAND ROVER DISCOVERY 4 



^ The 3.0-litre twin-turbo diesel V6 is now across the D4 range; with the 
■ - 5.0-litre petrol V8 another model option. The TDV6 has a de-tuned 
version of the 3L V6. Other changes include a new-look exterior (still 
seven seats) and other changes to improve the D4’s on- and off-road 
comfort. All models have a full-size spare but wheel and tyre sizes aren’t 
generally considered off-road practical. 


3,0SDV6HSE 

2993 

DTV6 

8A 

82 

9,3 

180/600 

750/3500 

2583 

657 

$95,900 

3,0SDV6SE 

2993 

DTV6 

8A 

82 

9,3 

180/600 

750/3500 

2583 

657 

$84,600 

3,0TDV6 

2993 

DTV6 

8A 

82 

8,5 

155/520 

750/3500 

2583 

754 

$68,900 

5,0 V8 

5000 

V8 

8A 

82 

13,9 

276/510 

750/3500 

2548 

692 

$129,900 


94 OVERLANDER4WD 













MODEL CCS C 


LAND ROVER DEFENDER 


CCS CYL. TRANS L/100KM Kw/Nm TOWING HEIGHT LOAD PR™ 



The Defender is very capable off-road, and surprisingly good on-road 
thanks to its frugal and adequately powerful turbo-diesel engine but it 
still feels and drives like a truck. Recently expanded range offers nine 
models on three different wheelbases. A 2.2L turbo-diesel joined the 
2.4Lin 2012. 


90 

2179 

DT4 

6M 

60 

10 

90/360 

750/3500 

1815 

935 

$44,990 

110 2D HARDTOP 

2179 

DT4 

6M 

75 

11 

90/360 

750/3500 

2014 

1010 

$46,690 

110 CREW CAB P/UP 

2179 

DT4 

6M 

75 

11 

90/360 

750/3000 

1940 

1110 

$49,690 

110HCPU P/UP 

2179 

DT4 

6M 

75 

11,1 

90/360 

750/3000 

1660 

1410 

$48,190 

1 10 4D WAGON 

2179 

DT4 

6M 

75 

11 

90/360 

750/3500 

2014 

1010 

$49,690 

130C/CHAS 

2179 

DT4 

6M 

75 

11 

90/360 

750/3500 

2120 

1380 

$48,690 

130 CREWC/CHAS 

2179 

DT4 

6M 

75 

11 

90/360 

750/3500 

2120 

1380 

$52,690 

130HCPU CREW CAB P/UP 

2179 

DT4 

6M 

75 

11 

90/360 

750/3500 

2120 

1380 

$54,190 


MAHINDRA PIK-UP 



The Pik-Up is a relatively modern design that performs well and appears 
to be well built. The four-model Pik-Up range (ute or cab-chassis with 
single or double cabs) all have turbo-diesel power and part-time, dual- 
range 4WD. Lots of metal for your money. *Prices are drive-away. 


C/CHAS 

2179 

DT4 

5M 

80 

9,1 

85/270 

750/2500 

2090 

1060 

$26,499 

2D UTE 

2179 

DT4 

5M 

80 

9,1 

85/270 

750/2500 

2090 

1060 

$27,499 

1 DOUBLE C/CHAS | 

2179 

rwi 

5M 

80 

9,1 

85/270 

750/2500 


1000 

$29,999 

DUAL CAB UTE 

2179 

rwi 

5M 

80 

9,1 

85/270 

750/2500 

2150 

1000 

$30,499 


MAZDA BT50 



The new BT-50 rattled the dual-cab cage with a powerful 3.2L turbo- 
diesel engine and car-like refinement. The exterior styling has divided 
the 4WD community but this Mazda’s rugged off-road ability, 3.35 tonne 
towing capacity, and 8.9L/100km fuel consumption make it a worthy 
candidate for a great work and play ute. Styling aside, it’s almost 
identical to the Ranger, only more affordable. 


XT C/CHAS 

3196 

DT5 

6M 

80 

8,9 

147/470 

750/3500 

1789 

1411 

$36,810 

XT EREESTYLE C/CHAS 

3196 

DT5 

6M 

80 

8,9 

147/470 

750/3500 

1857 

1343 

$40,740 

XT DUAL C/CHAS 

3196 

DT5 

6M 

80 

8,9 

147/470 

750/3500 

1929 

1271 

$42,740 

XT DUAL CAB UTE 

3196 

DT5 

6M 

80 

8,9 

147/470 

750/3500 

2044 

1156 

$44,240 

)a DUAL CAB UTE 

3196 

DT5 

6A 

80 

9,2 

147/470 

750/3500 

2044 

1156 

$46,240 

)aR EREES1YLEUTE 

3196 

DT5 

6M 

80 

8,9 

147/470 

750/3500 

2037 

1163 

$46,890 

XTR DUAL CAB UTE 

3196 

DT5 

6M 

80 

8,9 

147/470 

750/3500 

2086 

1114 

$48,890 

XTR DUAL CAB UTE 

3196 

DT5 

6A 

80 

9,2 

147/470 

750/3500 

2086 

1114 

$50,890 

GT DUAL CAB UTE 

3196 

DT5 

6M 

80 

8,9 

147/470 

750/3500 

2095 

1105 

$51,140 

GT DUAL CAB UTE 

3196 

DT5 

6A 

80 

9,2 

147/470 

750/3500 

2095 

1105 

$53,140 


MERCEDES-BENZ G 



The Mercedes Benz G-Class or G-Wagen remains stylistically similar 
to versions that rolled off the production line in 1979. Current-spec 
G-Wagen is available to Australians, with a 3.0-litre turbo-diesel V6 and a 
supercharged 5.4 litre petrol V8. 


350 

2987 

DTV6 

7A 

96 

11,2 

155/540 

2458 

700 

$161,180 

55AMG 

5439 

SV8 

5A 

96 

15,9 

373/700 

2471 

620 

$216,730 


MITSUBISHI CHALLENGER 



New-gen Challenger is based on the MN model Triton but has a coil- 
sprung rear live-axle instead of a leaf-sprung rear axle. All models have 
the same 2.5L four-cylinder turbo-diesel but only the base model has a 
five-speed manual. Other models have the five-speed auto as offered in 
top-spec Triton. All models get Mitsubishi’s Super Select 4WD system 
and electronic traction and stability control. A seven-seat option is 
available for the base LS. Towing capacity is 3000kg. 


CHALLENGER 30thANNIV 

2477 

DT4 

5M 

70 

8,3 

131/400 

750/2500 

2051 

640 

$41,490 

CHALLENGER 30thANNIV 

2477 

DT4 

5A 

70 

9,8 

131/350 

750/2500 

2051 

640 

$43,990 

CHALLENGER 

2477 

DT4 

5M 

70 

8,3 

131/400 

750/2500 

2019 

691 

$41,490 

CHALLENGER 

2477 

DT4 

5A 

70 

9,8 

131/400 

750/2500 

2029 

681 

$43,990 

LS(5SEAT) 

2477 

DT4 

5M 

70 

8,3 

131/400 

750/3000 

2041 

669 

$45,490 

LS(5SEAT) 

2477 

DT4 

5A 

70 

9,8 

131/350 

750/3000 

2051 

659 

$47,990 

LS(7SEAT) 

2477 

DT4 

5A 

70 

9,8 

131/350 

750/3000 

2106 

609 

$49,890 

XLS(5SEAT) 

2477 

DT4 

5A 

70 

9,8 

131/350 

750/3000 

2059 

651 

$55,290 

XLS(7SEAT) 

2477 

DT4 

5A 

70 

9,8 

131/350 

750/3000 

2110 

606 

$57,190 


MODEL CCS CYL. TRANS L/100KM Kw/Nm 

TOU/INR KERB PAY- NEW 
TOWING VVEIGHTLOAD PRICE 

MITSUBISHI PAJERO 




The NW Pajero is still the only serious Japanese 4WD to use fully independent 
suspension and monocoque construction. It has class-leading on-road dynamics 
and excels in the bush. Excluding the Exceed 3.8L V6, petrol engines have been 
dropped from the range in favour of the updated 3.2L turbo-diesel: 147kW and 
441 Nm. A minor facelift and improved safety features are the only other main 


EXCEED LWB 

3200 

DT4 

5A 

88 

9 

147/441 

750/3000 

2347 

683 

$73,990 

EXCEED LWB 

3828 

V6 

5A 

88 

13,5 

184/329 

750/3000 

2250 

670 

$71,490 

GLX-R LWB 

3200 

DT4 

5A 


9 

147/441 

750/3000 

2314 

716 

$58,990 

GLX-R LWB 

3200 

DT4 

5M 

88 

8,4 

147/441 

750/3000 

2324 

706 

$55,990 

VR-XLWB 

3200 

DT4 

5A 

88 

9 

147/441 

750/3000 

2325] 

706 

$63,990 

VR-XLWB 

3200 

DT4 

5M 

88 

9 

147/441 

750/3000 

|232^ 

706 

$60,990 

GLX LWB 

3200 

DT4 

5A 

88 

9 

147/441 

750/3000 

2273 

750 

$53,990 

[CKXLWB 

3200 

DT4 

5M 

88 

8,4 

147/441 

750/3000 

2283 

740 

$50,990 


MITSUBISHI TRITON 



The Triton has a 2.5L turbo-diesel with more power and torque than 
the outgoing 3.2L diesel. While a five-speed manual is standard, a 
four-speed auto (+$2000) is optional on GLX and GL-R double cabs; the 
GLX-R gets an optional (+$3000) five-speed auto. The GLX-R also gets 
Super-Select 4WD; other models have part-time 4WD. Side airbags, and 
electronic traction and stability control are available. 


GLX C/CHAS 

2477 

DT4 

5M 

75 

9,1 

131/400 

750/3000 

1810 

1120 

$33,990 

GLX CLUB CAB UTE 

2477 

DT4 

5M 

75 

8,1 

131/400 

750/2700 

1873 

1057 

$38,240 

GLX DOUBLE CAB UTE 

2477 

DT4 

5M 

75 

9,1 

131/400 

750/3000 

1905 

1025 

$40,990 

GLX DOUBLE CAB UTE 

2477 

DT4 

4A 

75 

9,9 

131/350 

750/3000 

1905 

1025 

$42,990 

GL-R DOUBLE CAB UTE 

2477 

DT4 

5M 

75 

9,1 

131/400 

750/3000 

1920 

1010 

$43,990 

GL-R DOUBLE CAB UTE 

2477 

DT4 

4A 

75 

9,9 

131/350 

750/3000 

1920 

1010 

$45,990 

GLX-R DOUBLE CAB UTE 

2477 

DT4 

5M 

75 

9,1 

131/400 

750/3000 

1920 

1010 

$45,740 

[GLX-R DOUBLE CAB UTE 

2477 

DT4 1 

5A 

75 

9,9 

131/350 

750/3000 

1 1920 I 

1010 

$48,240 


NISSAN PATHFINDER 



The R52 Pathfinder moves even further away from a genuinely 
capable 4WD than it’s fully independent predecessor did. It’s a 
clear step towards modernity in design, and offers a more car-like 
performance and amenity. 


ST (4x4) 

3498 

V6 

CW 

73 

10,2 

190/325 

750/2700 

1985 

730 

$44,490 

ST-L(4x4) 

3498 

V6 

CW 

73 

9,9 

190/325 

750/2700 

2025 

690 

$54,490 

T (4x4) 

3498 

V6 

CW 

73 

9,9 

190/325 

750/2700 

2065 

650 

$65,090 


NISSAN PATROL Y61 



Despite facelifts and dropping all engines bar the 3.0L common-rail 
turbo-diesel the Nissan Patrol GU remains largely the same vehicle 
since1997. The Patrol’s chassis is as tough and durable as they come 


ST COIL C/CHAS 

2953 

DT4 

5M 

175 

12,5 

118/380 

750/3200 

2009 

1140 

$55,050 

ST 4DR WAGON 

2953 

DT4 

5M 

125 

10,9 

118/380 

750/3200 

2450 

580 

$57,390 

ST 4DR WAGON 

2953 

DT4 

4A 

125 

11,8 

118/354 

750/2500 

2450 

580 

$60,390 

DX4DR WAGON 

2953 

DT4 

5M 

125 

10,9 

118/380 

750/3200 

2360 

670 

$53,890 

DX4DR WAGON 

2953 

DT4 

4A 

125 

11,8 

118/354 

750/3200 

2360 

650 

$56,890 


NISSAN PATROL Y62 



Launched in late 2012 the Y62 Patrol is the Nissan’s latest generation 
4WD. With independent suspension and a plethora of high-tech driving 
aids it performs well. However, the decision to only launch a petrol 
engine in Australia has hurt long-term sales. Fans eagerly await a hinted- 
at diesel variant. 


Ti4DR WAGON 

5552 

V8 

7A 

140 

14,5 

298/560 

750/3500 

2800 

700 

$92,850 

T-L4DR WAGON 

5552 

V8 

7A 

140 

14,5 

298/560 

750/3500 

2829 

670 

$113,900 

ST 4DR WAGON 

5552 

V8 

7A 

140 

14,5 

298/560 

750/3500 

2739 

760 

$82,200 



Take the guesswork out of knowing what a car, 4WD or ute is 
worth anywhere onyttmelll 

Oownloacf the FREE Gloss's Cor Prices App today from ITunes/App Store. 
Shore cor photos ond prices with friends on emoi), Focebook ond IWitter 
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BUYER’S GUIDE 


MODEL CCS CYL. TRANS L/100KM Kw/Nm TOWING JeIGHT LOW pR 
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NISSAN NAVARA 



Two generations of the Navara sell side-by-side. There’s the D40 (at left) and 
the older D22 which was reintroduced in 2008. The D22 comes standard with 
a 2.5L turbo-diesel, while the D40 range receives an uprated 2.5L turbo-diesel, 
producing more power than the D22’s. Even more impressive though is the 3.0L 
turbo-diesel V6: 170kW and a whopping 550Nm. All ST-X dual cabs have side 


ST 25TH AN, D/CAB P/UP 

2488 

DT4 

5A 

80 

10,5 

140/450 

750/3000 

1985 

- $44,138 

ST 25TH AN, D/CAB P/UP 

2488 

DT4 

6M 

80 

9,8 

140/450 

750/3000 

1985 

- $41 ,888 

DXC/CHAS 

2488 

DT4 

5M 

75 

9,1 

98/304 

750/2800 

1723 

- $32,835 

RX DUAL CAB P/UP 

2488 

DT4 

5A 

80 

10,5 

128/403 

750/3000 

1930 

- $43,850 

RX DUAL CAB P/UP 

2488 

DT4 

6M 

80 

9,8 

128/403 

750/3000 

1930 

- $41,600 

RXKINGC/CHAS 

2488 

DT4 

5A 

80 

10,5 

126/406 

750/3000 

1751 

1110 $42,450 

RXKINGC/CHAS 

2488 

DT4 

6M 

80 

9,8 

126/403 

750/3000 

1751 

1110 

$40,200 

RXC/CHAS 

2488 

DT4 

6M 

80 

9,3 

106/356 

750/3000 

1630 

1230 

$35,060 

RXDUALC/CHAS 

2488 

DT4 

5A 

80 

10,5 

128/403 

750/3000 

1930 

- $42,150 

RXDUALC/CHAS 

2488 

DT4 

6M 

80 

9,8 

128/403 

750/3000 

1930 

- $39,900 

ST DUAL CAB P/UP 

2488 

DT4 

5A 

80 

10,5 

140/450 

750/3000 

1985 

- $49,550 

ST DUAL CAB P/UP 

2488 

DT4 

6M 

80 

9,8 

140/450 

750/300 

1985 

- $47,300 

ST-X 550 DUAL CAB 

2991 

DTV6 

7A 

80 

9,5 

170/550 

750/3000 

1920 

910 

$63,390 

ST-R SPECIAL ED, D/CAB 

2488 

DT4 

5M 

75 

9,2 

98/304 

750/2800 

1823 

- $33,990 

ST-X KING C/CHAS 

2488 

DT4 

5A 

80 

10,5 

126/403 

750/3000 

1769 

1090 $45,460 

ST-X KING C/CHAS 

2488 

DT4 

6M 

80 

9,8 

126/403 

750/3000 

1769 

1090 $43,210 

Sl-X KING CAB P/UP 

2488 

DT4 

5A 

80 

10,5 

126/403 

750/3000 

1921 

940 

$47,160 

ST-X KING CAB P/UP 

2488 

DT4 

6M 

80 

9,8 

126/403 

750/3000 

1921 

940 

$44,910 

ST-X DUAL CAB P/UP 

2991 

DTV6 

7A 

80 

9,5 

170/550 

750/3000 

1985 

820 

$57,290 


RANGE ROVER SPORT 



Based on the Discovery 4, the Range Rover Sport is available with several 
engine options including the 3.0L turbo-diesel V6, as well as a 5.0L petrol V8, 
with a supercharged variant. Offering unparalleled road handling, as well as 
being very capable off-road thanks to Land Rover’s Terrain Response System, 
the Sport offers the best of both worlds in one package. 


3,0SDV6 

2993 

DTV6 

6A 

90 

9,2 

180/600 

750/3500 

2535 

640 

$100,900 

3,0 SDV6 LUXURY 

2993 

DTV6 

6A 

90 

11,1 

180/600 

750/3500 

2656 

519 

$113,900 

3,0 SDV6 AUTOBIOGRAPHY 

2993 

DTV6 

6A 

90 

11,1 

180/600 

750/3500 

2656 

519 

$128,900 

5,0 V8 LUXURY 

5000 

V8 

6A 

90 

13,9 

276/510 

750/3500 

2489 

581 

$139,900 

5,0V8SUPERGHARGED 

5000 

SV8 

6A 

90 

14,9 

375/625 

750/3500 

2590 

535 

$161,400 

5,0 V8SG AUTOBIOGRAPHY 

5000 

SV8 

6A 

90 

14,9 

375/625 

750/3500 

2590 

535 

$175,900 


RANGE ROVER VOGUE 


The Range Rover Vogue has the new 4.4-litre twin-turbo V8 diesel that claims 230kW 
but, more impressively, a massive 700Nm on tap from as low as 1500rpm and 
doesn’t abate until 3000rpm. This new engine is mated to the same eight-speed 
I ZF gearbox as in the 2010 update of the BMW X5. The two petrol V8s, one with a 



supercharger, are carried over unchanged and are still mated to the 6-speed ZF box. 

5,0V8 

5000 

V8 

6A 

105 

14 

276/510 

750/3500 

2615 

490 

$158,100 

TdV8 

4367 

DTV8 

8A 

105 

9,4 

230/700 

750/3500 

2710 

490 

$160,500 

5,0 V8 SILVER 

5000 

V8 

6A 

105 

14 

276/510 

750/3500 

2615 

490 

$161,400 

5,0 V8 BLAGK 

5000 

V8 

6A 

105 

14 

276/510 

750/3500 

2615 

490 

$163,300 

TdV8 SILVER 

4367 

DTV8 

8A 

105 

9,4 

230/700 

750/3500 

2710 

490 

$163,800 

TdV8 BU\CK 

4367 

DTV8 

8A 

105 

9,4 

230/700 

750/3500 

2710 

490 

$165,700 

LUXURY TDV8 

4367 

DTV8 

8A 

105 

9,4 

230/700 

750/3500 

2710 

490 

$184,200 

LUXURY V8SG 

5000 

SV8 

6A 

105 

14,9 

375/625 

750/3500 

2710 

490 

$202,100 

AUTOBIOGRAPHY TDV8 

4367 

DTV8 

8A 

105 

9,4 

230/700 

750/3500 

2710 

490 

$214,300 

AUTOBIOGRAPHY SG 5,0 V8 

5000 

SV8 

6A 

105 

14,9 

375/625 

750/3500 

2710 

433 

$231 ,800 

ULTIMATE SG 5,0 

5000 

SV8 

6ASBQ 

105 

14,9 

375/625 

750/3500 

2710 

433 

$318,000 

ULTIMATE TDV8 

4367 

DTV8 

8A 

105 

9,4 

230/700 

750/3500 

2710 

490 

$300,000 


SSANGYONG ACTYON 



Actyon comes as a five-door SUV and a dual-cab ute. Both are built on 
a separate chassis and feature dual-range gearing, all of which sets 
the Actyon apart from the crowd. There are also 2WD versions of the 
ute in Tradie and Sports spec. Base-spec Tradie ute is a cost-effective 
alternative to mainstream Japanese utes. Optional auto (six-speed on ute, 
i four-speed on SUV) adds $3000. 


A200XDi 

1998 

DT4 

5M 

75 

7,8 

104/310 

750/2300 

1903 

620 

$26,990 

A200XDi 

1998 

EotTI 

4A 

75 

8,5 

104/310 

750/2300 

1903 

620 

$29,990 

A200SPRXDi 

1998 

DT4 

4A 

75 

8,5 

104/310 

750/2300 

1903 

620 

$34,990 

. SPORTS TRADIE DOUBLE GAB UTE 

1998 

DT4 

M 

75 

7,4 

104/310 

750/2300 

1912 

830 

$28,282 

' SPORTS TRADIE DOUBLE GAB UTE 

1998 

DT4 

6A 

75 

7,9 

104/310 

750/2300 

1912 

830 

$30,782 

SPORTS DOUBLE GAB UTE 

1998 

DT4 

6M 

75 

7,4 

104/310 

750/2300 

1912 

830 

$32,282 

SPORTS DOUBLE GAB UTE 

1998 

DT4 

6A 

75 

7,9 

104/310 

750/2300 

1912 

830 

$34,872 

SPORTS SPR DOUBLE GAB UTE 

1998 

DT4 

6A 

75 

7,9 

104/310 

750/2300 

1963 

830 

$37,742 


SUZUKI JIMNY 



The Jimny is the latest in the long line of Suzuki’s Tonka-tough midgets 
and combines live-axle coil-spring suspension, separate chassis and 
dual-range gearing to offer solid off-road ability. Small size and tiny turn- 
ing circle make it great in town, but a harsh ride, small 1.3L engine and 
low gearing make highway work tiresome. But it’s very handy off road 
and a great first off-roader. 


SIERRA 2D 

1328 

4 

5M 

60 

7,3 

60/110 

350/1300 

1045 

375 

$20,490 

SIERRA 2D 

1328 

4 

4A 

60 

7,8 

60/110 

350/1300 

1050 

370 

$22,490 


SUZUKI GRAND VITARA 



The Grand Vitara is available in three- and five-door variants with three different 
engines, new four and six-cylinder petrols and a four-cylinder turbo-diesel. The 
new petrols are a welcome addition as the original ones were sub-standard. 

The five-door model comes with the choice of all three engines; the manual-only 
diesel is the pick of the bunch. All Grand Vitara models have traction and stability 
1 control as standard. This is the class standard-setter. 


20 

2393 

4 

5M 

55 

8,8 

122/225 

550/1600 

1459 

410 

$24,990 

2D 

2393 

4 

4A 

55 

9,6 

122/225 

550/1600 

1459 

410 

$26,990 

4D 

2393 

4 

5M 

66 

8,9 

122/225 

750/1850 

1567 

530 

$28,990 

4D 

2393 

4 

4A 

66 

9,9 

122/225 

750/1850 

1567 

530 

$30,990 

4D 

1870 

DT4 

5M 

66 

6,8 

95/300 

750/2000 

1630 

540 

$35,990 

SPORTS 4D 

2393 

4 

5M 

66 

8,9 

122/225 

750/1850 

1567 

530 

$31 ,490 

SPORTS 4D 

2393 

4 

4A 

66 

9,9 

122/225 

750/1850 

1567 

530 

$33,490 

PRESTIGE 4D 

2393 

4 

4A 

66 

9,9 

122/225 

750/1850 

1567 

530 

$38,990 


TOYOTA FJ CRUISER 



FJ CRUISER 


Australia received the FJ Cruiser five years later than the US, but since its 
launch it has proved a brilliant performer off-road. The 200kW 4.0L petrol 
V6 and low kerb-weight (2000kg) gives it a great power-to-weight ratio, 
while the factory rear diff-lock and driver aids help maintain progress in 
the rough. The lack of a diesel variant or manual box will disappoint some, 
and the retro styling has polarised 4WDers. 

3956 V6 5 A 159 11,4 200/380 750/2250 1955 555 $46,490 


TOYOTA LANDCRUISER PRADO 



The new Prado 150 Series is slightly bigger, heavier and more aerodynamic 
than the 120 Series but carries over the D-4D diesel engine and five-speed auto 
and six-speed manual gearboxes, largely unchanged. The petrol V6 does get 
a power boost over the 120 thanks to variable timing on the inlet and exhaust 
cams. All five-door models now seat seven. Two three-door models (auto diesel 
only) offer a 3000kg tow rating as against the five-doors’ 2500kg rating. Auto 
gearbox on lower-spec models adds $2500. 


SX 2D WAGON 

2982 

DT4 

5ASE0 

87 

8,3 

127/410 

750/3000 

2095 

505 

$56,090 

ZR 2D WAGON 

2982 

DT4 

5ASE0 

87 

8,3 

127/410 

750/3000 

2145 

455 

$67,490 

ALTITUDE 

3956 

V6 

5ASEQ 

150 

11,5 

202/381 

750/2500 

2250 

650 

$68,490 

ALTITUDE 

2982 

DT4 

5ASE0 

150 

8,5 

127/410 

750/2500 

2330 

660 

$69,490 

GXL 

3956 

V6 

6M 

150 

13 

202/381 

750/2500 

2250 

650 

$60,490 

GXL 

3956 

V6 

5ASE0 

150 

11,5 

202/381 

750/2500 

2250 

650 

$62,990 

GXL 

2982 

FT4 

6M 

150 

8,8 

127/410 

750/2500 

2330 

660 

$61 ,490 

GXL 

2982 

DT4 

5ASEQ 

150 

8,5 

127/410 

750/2500 

2330 

660 

$63,990 

KAKADU 

3956 

V6 

5ASEQ 

150 

11,5 

202/381 

750/2500 

2355 

545 

$90,490 

KAKADU 

2982 

DT4 

5ASEQ 

150 

8,5 

127/410 

750/2500 

2435 

555 

$91 ,490 

VX 

3956 

V6 

5ASEQ 

150 

11,5 

202/381 

750/2500 

2345 

555 

$76,990 

VX 

2982 

DT4 

5ASEQ 

150 

8,5 

127/140 

750/2500 

2425 

565 

$77,990 

GX 

2982 

DTE 

6M 

150 

8,8 

127/410 

750/2500 

2210 

780 

$55,990 

GX 

2982 

DT4 

5ASEQ 

150 

8,5 

127/410 

750/2500 

2210 

780 

$58,254 


TOYOTA LANDCRUISER 200 SERIES 



The 200 Series arrived late in 2007 with an updated 4.7L petrol V8 and 
an all-new twin-turbo diesel V8, in three spec levels but only as an 
auto. The D-4D V8 is a great engine but attracts a $10K premium over 
the petrol. All models are better equipped than 100 Series with KDSS 
suspension standard on all but D-4D GXL. The 200 is bigger than the 
100 and accommodates up to eight in comfort. The 200 is also safer with 
up to 10 airbags depending on spec. Being safer, more powerful and 
better equipped than its predecessors, the 200 is also more costly. More 
affordable GX standard spec has vinyl floors, barn doors and a factory 
snorkel. The GXL Altitude was our 201 1 4WD Of The Year winner. 


GX 

4461 

DU/8 

6A 

138 

10,3 

195/650 

750/3500 

2635 

715 

$77,490 

GXL 

4608 

V8 

6A 

138 

13,6 

228/439 

750/3500 

2635 

665 

$83,490 

GXL 

4461 

DU/8 

6A 

138 

10,3 

195/650 

750/3500 

2700 

600 

$88,490 

ALTITUDE 

4664 

V8 

5A 

138 

14,5 

202/410 

750/3500 

2635 

665 

$90,490 

VX 

4608 

V8 

6A 

138 

13,6 

228/439 

750/3500 

2665 

645 

$84,490 

VX 

4461 

DU/8 

6A 

93 

10,3 

195/650 

750/3500 

2720 

580 

$99,490 

SAHARA 

4608 

V8 

6A 

138 

13,6 

228/439 

750/3500 

2665 

645 

$113,490 

SAHARA 

4461 

DU/8 

6A 

93 

10,3 

195/650 

750/3500 

2720 

580 

$118,490 


TOYOTA LANDCRUISER 76 SERIES 



Some people call it a four-door Troopie, but Toyota’s 76 Series wagon 
uses the body of what was essentially the original 1985 Prado that was 
never imported into Australia. Powered by Toyota’s new gen (at the time) 
V8 turbo-diesel, the 76 originally filled a gap in Toyota’s model range 
left by the lack of a Standard model 200 Series. Although aimed at the 
commercial market, the 76 is a great enthusiast’s vehicle. The recent 
upgrade to driver and passenger airbags is a welcome move. 


WORKMATE 4D WAGON 

4461 

DU/8 

5M 

130 

11,9 

151/430 

750/3500 

2220 

780 

$59,990 

GXL 4DR WAGON 

4461 

DU/8 

5M 

130 

11,9 

151/430 

750/3500 

2230 

770 

$64290 
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TOYOTA LANDCRUISER 78 SERIES 



Like the 79 Series cab-chassis models and the updated 76 Series 
wagon, the 78 Series Troop Carrier is powered by Toyota’s 4.5L V8 
turbo-diesel. With 430Nm available from just 1200rpm it makes the 
gearbox almost redundant. Basic Workmate model comes with three 
or 1 1 seats, while GXL has five seats. Factory diff locks make the 78 
virtually unstoppable. A great bush tourer, now even better with driver 
and passenger airbags. 


WORKMATE 3 SEATTROOPCARRIER 

4461 

DTV8 

5M 

180 

11,9 

151/430 

750/3500 

2320 

980 

WORKMATE 11 SEATTOOPCARRER 

4461 

D1V8 

5M 

180 

11,9 

151/430 

750/3500 

2320 

980 

GXLTROOPCARRER 

4461 

DTV8 

5M 

180 

11,9 

151/430 

750/3500 

2335 

965 


TOYOTA LANDCRUISER 79 SERIES 



The ‘working’ LandCruiser has new-gen V8 turbo-diesel power, which will 
cop service in many Toyotas for years to come; the state of tune will vary 
within the model range. Recent upgrade has brought a new dashboard 
with driver and passenger airbags, as well as reach- and height- 
adjustment on the steering wheel. Optional front and rear diff locks are a 
great bonus off road. 


WORKMATE C/CHAS 

4461 

DW8 

5M 

180 

11,5 

151/430 

750/3500 

2045 

1250 

$58,790 

GX C/CHAS 

4461 

DTV8 

5M 

180 

11,5 

151/430 

750/3500 

2050 

1250 

$60,790 

GXL C/CHAS 

4461 

DTV8 

5M 

180 

11,5 

151/430 

750/3500 

2065 

1235 

$62,790 



TOYOTA HILUX 



CCS CYL. TRANS L/100KM Kw/Nm TOWING VVEIGHTLOAD pS 


With so many 4WD variants on offer it’s no wonder that the HiLux is its segment 
leader and Australia’s best-selling 4WD. There are two engines, a 4.0-litre petrol 
and a 3.0-litre turbo-diesel, three body styles, single cab, extra cab and double 
cab, two spec levels, and manual and auto geartoxes. The recent update has 
given the HiLux a redesigned front, improved audio systems and an increased 


WORKMATE C/CHAS 

2982 

DT4 

5M 

75 

8,2 

126/343 

750/2250 

1675 

1160 $31,990 

WORKMATE C/CHAS 

2982 

DT4 

4A 

75 

9,3 

126/343 

750/2250 

1675 

1160 $33,990 

WORKMATE DUAL CAB P/UP 

2982 

DT4 

5M 

75 

8,3 

126/343 

750/2500 

1845 

935 $38,990 

WORKMATE DUAL CAB P/UP 

2982 

DT4 

4A 

75 

9,3 

126/343 

750/2500 

1845 

935 $40,990 

SR C/CHAS 

2982 

DT4 

5M 

76 

8,2 

126/343 

750/2500 

1620 

1215 $34,990 

SR C/CHAS 

2982 

DT4 

4A 

76 

9,3 

126/343 

750/2500 

1620 

1215 $37,490 

SR X CAB C/CHAS 

2982 

DT4 

5M 

76 

8,2 

126/343 

750/2500 

1770 

940 $38,490 

SR X CAB P/UP 

2982 

DT4 

5M 

75 

8,3 

126/343 

750/2500 

1810 

900 $39,990 

SR DUAL C/CHAS 

2982 

DT4 

5M 

76 

8,3 

126/343 

750/2500 

1825 

955 $40,490 

SR DUAL CAB P/UP 

3956 

V6 

5M 

76 

13,1 

175/376 

750/2500 

1765 

1045 $41,990 

SR DUAL CAB P/UP 

3956 

V6 

5A 

76 

13 

175/376 

750/2500 

1765 

1045 $44,490 

SR DUAL CAB P/UP 

2982 

DT4 

5M 

76 

8,3 

126/343 

750/2500 

1815 

965 $41,990 

SR DUAL CAB P/UP 

2982 

DT4 

4A 

76 

9,3 

126/343 

750/2500 

1815 

965 $44,490 

SR5X CAB P/UP 

2982 

DT4 

5M 

76 

8,3 

126/343 

750/2500 

1830 

880 $46,990 

SR5 DUAL CAB P/UP 

3956 

V6 

5M 

76 

13,1 

175/376 

750/2500 

1770 

1040 $50,990 

SR5 DUAL CAB P/UP 

3956 

V6 

5A 

76 

13 

175/376 

750/2500 

1770 

1040 $53,490 
915 $50,990 

SR5 DUAL CAB P/UP 

2982 

DT4 

5M 

76 

8,3 

126/343 

750/2500 

1865 

SR5 DUAL CAB P/UP 

2982 

DT4 

4A 

76 

9,3 

126/343 

750/2500 

1865 

915 $53,490 


VOLKSWAGEN AMAROK 


TOYOTA LANDCRUISER DOUBLE CAB 


The LC70 Double Cab has the same 4.5L V8 turbo-diesel as in the entire 
70 series line-up. With an updated interior, ABS, dual front SRS airbags 
and 4 wheel discs brakes, in GXL guise it has been a hit in the mining 
community plus with many off-road enthusiasts. With optional front and 
^4 rear diff locks, it is be a solid performer in the bush, however, air-con is 
still only an option. 

WORKMATE DOUBLE C/CHAS 4461 DW8 5M 130 11,9 151/430 750/3500 2205 1100 $63,990 

GXL DOUBLE C/CHAS 4461 DW8 5M 130 11,9 151/430 750/3500 2205 1100 $67,990 


Data powered by www.M3C^rPrice.com.au - Part of Glass’s 
Information Services Pty Ltd ‘The Residual Value Specialists” 



European style and build quality from the Volkswagen Amarok brings a refresh- 
ing change to the Australian dual-cab market. The 2.0L turbo-diesel produces 
120kW and 400Nm, incredible for an engine of its size. The Amarok proved its 
off-road ability as a main support vehicle in the 2010 Dakar Rally, and with a com- 
petitive pricepoint, you’ll struggle to find a dual cab that offers such good value. 


TDI400 C/CHAS 

1968 

DT4 

6M 

80 

7,8 

120/400 

750/3000 

1865 

1175 

$35,490 

TDI400 UTILI^ 

1968 

DT4 

6M 

80 

7,8 

120/400 

750/3000 

1865 

1175 $36,990 

TDI400 DUAL CAB 

1968 

DT4 

6M 

80 

7,9 

120/400 

750/3000 

1978 

1062 $42,990 

TDI400 DUAL C/CHAS 

1968 

DT4 

6M 

80 

7,9 

120/400 

750/3000 

1978 

1062 $41,490 

TDI420HIGHLINE D/CAB 

1968 

DT4 

8A 

80 

8,3 

132/420 

750/3000 

2080 

960 

$53,990 

TDI400HIGHLINE D/CAB 

1968 

DT4 

6M 

80 

7,9 

120/400 

750/3000 

2073 

960 

$50,990 

TDI420 DUAL CAB 

1968 

DT4 

8A 

80 

8,3 

132/420 

750/3000 

1985 

1055 

$45,990 

TD1420 DUAL C/CHAS 

1968 

DT4 

8A 

80 

8,3 

132/420 

750/3000 

1985 

1055 

$44,490 

TDI400 TRENDLINE D/CAB 

1968 

DT4 

6M 

80 

7,9 

120/400 

750/3000 

2018 

1022 

$45,990 

TDI400 TRENDLINE DUAL C/CHAS 

1968 

DT4 

6M 

80 

7,9 

120/400 

750/3000 

2018 

1022 

$44,490 

TDI420 TRENDLINE D/CAB 

1968 

DT4 

8A 

80 

8,3 

132/420 

750/3000 

2026 

1014 

$48,990 

TDI420 TRENDLINE DUAL C/CHAS 

1968 

DT4 

8A 

80 

8,3 

132/420 

750/3000 

2026 

1014 

$47,490 

TDI420 ULTIMATE D/CAB 

1968 

DT4 

8A 

80 

8,3 

132/420 

750/3000 

2094 

946 

$61,490 

TDI400 ULTIMATE D/CAB 

1968 

DT4 

6M 

80 

7,9 

120/400 

750/3000 

2087 

953 

$58,490 

TDI400 ULTIMATE (PERM) D/CAB 

1968 

DT4 

6M 

80 

7,9 

120/400 

750/3000 

2087 

953 

$58,490 



SPECIALISED 4WD AND CAMPING 
INSURANCE SOLUTIONS 


Motor Vehicle 

• Agreed value options 

• All accessories included 

• Modifications OK 

• Full off-road cover 

• No claim bonus protection 

• Flexible cover 


Camping 

• Theft from open air 

• Fire & malicious 

• Cover in vehicle and at campsite 

Caravans and Campers 

• Australia wide cover 

• Agreed value options 


■Annual or monthly payments 
■Australia wide cover*4WD club discounts 

Call Lisa, toll free on: 1800 633 745 
Apply online: ajg.com.au/4wd 


Arthur J. Gallagher 

WITHOUT BARRIERS’ 


Arthur J. Gallagher & Co (Aus) Limited. AFSL 238312. To the extent that any material in this brochure may be considered advice, it may only be considered general advice as it does 
not take into account your personal objectives, needs or financial situation. Arthur J. Gallagher urges you to read the relevant policy wording and consider whether any products are 
appropriate for your situation before making a decision to acquire insurance. Ref: 0885-Janl5 
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Correct at time of publication 


OUR MAY 2015 EDITION 
IN THE NEXT ISSUE OF 


get your copy earlier by calling 1800 801 647!^ 


WHAT YOUR FUEL IS REALLY COSTING YOU! 


INCREDIBLE TRAVEL 

EPIC TRI-STATE TOUR 
BENARKIN STATE FOREST, OLD 
LEVUKA4WD PARK, NSW 


PLUS 

CAMPING SETUPS COMPARED' 




-tjl 


Stay m touch between issues! 
www.&cebook.com/Over]ander4WD 



leading 4x4 retailers 


Available at over 


ENWERED . STRONGEST BULT * AUSTEtAUAN MADE 


TAKE A CLOSER LOOK AT OUR BULLBAR FEATURES; 


Finish Options: 



One Piece Centre Channel 

• Formed from 6mm hi-tensile alloy 


Ml ■ I 





Specifically 
Engineered Mounts 


LED Indicator/ 
Park Lights 


Strength in Materials Fully Welded Gussets 


• Industry leading wall thicknesses 


• Every gusset has a purpose 


• Designed to best fit your vehicle 


• 90% less load than standard 
incandescent lights 



www.ecb.com.au 


Free Call 18 








ii?isiaigiraiiisiii^i§i(B)tg: 


take the easy way out ! 

. ^ MR><TRQX is the innovativep lightweight vehicle recovery device that^s Australian designed & engineered, 

and rigorously tested and proven in the world's toughest offroad events and expeditions as 
the SAFE, SIMPLE, QUICK and EASY method of 4WD vehicle recovery. 



RUSSf£ 

DESiSNBD 

MFRDE 

TESTED 

GUJI^ED 

& PROUD 

Avm&im 

TT•9dC^ 

t€^ed ^ ctwn«d. 
Dfv« 4 op€d 
4WD exfWTi and 



--7 


DESCSiMED & 
TESTED 
BY EXPERTS 

fnjfti-Aus^-alun 

[>«i^ 

AwOM- wifUliA^ 
irt*rt?nSL 

Ej^ifWCrin^ 
ta^ratofy tesce<j 
jftthe UflEvKiEl-ol 


r4RX(MUM 

FDOTT^IhTT 

When rt cofiKn to 
flaataticipovtr 
toh ^ound^ smm 
itiaEKfi! 
hUUfTftAK 
pnawldes ahu^e 
11$ cm kingx 
cm wtd? 
■fswtprtffl"- 






^IL_T TD 
LRST 

We Lis^ wnl^ toe- 
be^t ingnedifinsii! 
MAXTfUUC^t 
Injcctionmoulcted 
frwn hig^si 
Australian 
mad» UV->t3ibi1iz»d 
tft^V'Wrir^grjde 
"^up^rtoutgh" 

leinforc-ed N^n. 


CLEV/EH 
PCCESSORfES 
We offcf a range 
InnavaWve 
ittesiOfi&i- to 
ibrintcE, itqf^ and 
tnjn&pcjrt ymjr 
WAXTfVW. 


PEi=IL 

UJflR^flf'dTY 
Quality products you 
can ftly on, hadbM 
by a gffigin^ yrar 

manu^Ktuftn 
warranty. 



COOL 
ODLJDURS 
Evtrytody 
those orange 
things 00 4 WCj''s. 
af # MAKTRAX but 
w# als4i<iii^d 
variiety fli dO^gyrt. 
to martch your 
vehkie or yoor 
mood. 
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